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THE 


HE Friendly Correſpondence which we 
maintain with our” Brethren of New. Zng- 
land, gives us now and then the Pleaſure of 
hearing ſome remarkable Inſtances of di- 
vine Grace in the Converſion of Sinners, 
and ſome eminent Examples of Piety in 

ut American Part of the World. But never did we 

e or read, fince the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, any 

ent of this Kind ſo ſurprizing as the preſent Nar- 


nan of Boſton had given us ſome ſhort Intimations 
it in his Letters; and upon our Requeſt of a more 
me and particular Account, Mr. Edwards, the happy 
u ſucceſsful Miniſter of Northampton, which was one 


ory in an Epiſtte to Dr. Colman. 


There were ſome uſeful Sermons of the Venerable 
Aged Mr. William Williams publiſh d lately in New - 
wind, which were Preached in that Part of the 
wry during this Seaſon of the glorious Work of God 
he Converſion of Men; to which Dr. Colman fub- 
Aa moſt judicious and accurate Abridgemen; of this 
fl: And a little after, he ſent the Original to our 
nds, to be communicated to the World under ouc 


e here in London. 


We are abundantly ſatisſy'd of the Truth of this 
erte, not only from the pious Character of the 
ter, but from the concurrent Teſtimony of many 
er Perſdns in New England; for this Thing way not 
in a Carney, There is a Spot of Ground, as ve are 


5 inform'd, wherein there are twelye dr fourteen 
A 2 Tons 
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ive hath ſer before us. The Revd. and worthy Dr. 


the chiet Scenes of theſe Wonders, drew up this 
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Towns and Villages, chiefly ſituate in the County ol the 
Hampſbire near the Banks of the River of Coune#icu WM thi 
within the Compaſs of Thirty Miles, wherein it pleaſed of 
Gogitwo Tears ago. to diſplay his free and ſovereign for 
in the Converſion of a great Multizude of Sou! an 
in a ſhort Space of Time, turning them from a formal * 
cold and careleſs Profeſſion of Chriſtianity to the lie ad 
Exerciſe of every. Chriſtian Grace, and the powertuiſl ge 
Practioe of our holy Religion, The great God ba ha 
ſeem' d to act over again the Miracle of Gideon's Fleece pre 
which was plentifully water'd with tho Dew of Heaven ou 
while the reſt: of the Earth round about it was dry, aud 
had no ſuch remarkable Bleſſing. - 
þ 
There has been a great and: juſt Complaint for mani pe 
Years among the Miniſters and Churches in Old Enaland thi 
and in New, (except abbut the Time of the late Eart 800 
uake there) that the Work of Converſion goes on ver the 
wly, that the Spirtt of God in his ſaving Influence Sor 
is much withdrawn from the Miniſtrations of his Worꝗ ces 
and there are few that receive the Report of the Goſpe ca 
with any eminent Succeſs upon their Hearts. But as th it! 
Goſpel is the ſame divine Inſtrument of Grace till, mo 
ever it was in the Days of the Apoſtles, ſo our aſcende five 
Saviour now and then takes a ſpecial Occaſion to ma tiot 
ſeſt the Divinicy of this Goſpel by a plentiful Effuſiq ver 
of his Spirit where it is preached : then Sinners a of 
turned into Saints in Numbers, and there is a new Fa us; 
of Things ſpread over a Town or Country: The 1 Wi ty 
derneſs and the ſolitary Places ave glad, the Deſert rei of « 
and bloſſoms as the: Roſe ; and ſurely concerning this 19 An 
ſtance we may add, that they have ſeen the Glory f to 
Lord there, and the Excellency ef our God; they have dur 


#he Out goings of God our Kiag in his Sanctuary. 


Certainly it becomes us, who profeſs the Religion 
Chrift, to take Notice of ſuch aſtoniſhing Exerciſes 
his Power and Mercy, and give him the Glory hi 


is due, when he begins to accompliſſi any of his Pt * 
miles concerning the latter Days: and it gives us f vin 


tl 
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ther Encouragement to pray, and wait, and hope for 
the like Diſplay of his Power in the midſt of us. Ye Hand 
of God is not ſborten d that it cannot ſave, but we have Rea- 
ſon to fear that our Iniquitiet, our Coldneſs in Religion, 
and the general Carnality of our Spirits, have raiſed a 
Wall of Seperation between God and us: And we may 
add, the Pride and perverſe Humour ot Infidelity, De- 
generacy and Apoſtacy from the Chriſtian Faith, which 
have of late Years broken out amougſt us, ſeem to have 
provoked rhe Spirit of Chriſt ro abſent himſelf much from 
dur Nation. Return, O Lord, and viſit thy Churches, 
and revive thine own Work in the- midſt of us.” 


From ſuch bleſſed Inſtances of the Succeſs of the Goſ- 
pel, as appear in this Narrative, we may learn much of 
the Way of the Spitit of God in his Dealing with the 
Souls of Men, in order to Convince Sinners, and reſtore 
them ro his Favour and his Image by us Chrift, his 
Son, We acknowledge that ſome particular Appearan- 
ces in the Work of Converſion among Men may be oc- 
caſion d by the Miniſtry which they fit under, whether 
it be of a more or leſs Eyangelical Strain, whether it be 
more ſevere and affrighting, or more gentle and Perſua- 
ſive. But whereſoever God works with Power for Salva- 
tion upon the Minds of Men, there will be ſome Diſco- 
veries of a Senſe of Sin, of the Danger of the Wrath 
of God, of the All-ſufficiency of his Son Jeſus, to relieve 
us under all our Spiritual Wants and Diftrefl:s,and a hear- 
ty Conſent of Soul to receive him in the various Offices 
of Grace, wherein he is ſet forth in the holy Scriptutes. 
And if our Readers had Opportunity (as we have had) 
to peruſe ſeveral of the Sermons which were Preached 
during this glorious Seaſon, we ſhould find that it is 
the common plain Proteſtant Doctrine of the Reformati- 
on, without ſtretching towards the Antinomians on the 
ove Side, or the 4rminians on the other, that the Spirit of 
ics WY God has been pleaſed to honour with ſuch illuſtriousSucceſs. 


We are taught alſo by this happy Event how eaſy it 
s 198 will be for our bleſſed Lord to make a ſull Accompliſh- 


ent 
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ment of all his Predictions concerning his Kingdom, and 
to ſpread his Dominion from Sea ro Sea, thro” all the Na. 
tions of the Earth. -We ſec how eaſy it is for him with one 
Turn of his Hand, wi:h one Word of his Mouth, toawaken 
whole Countries of ſtupid and ſleeping Sinners, and kindle : 
divine Life in their Son!s. The heavenly Influence ſhall Wl © 
run from door to door, filling the Hearts and Lips of every Ml a 
Inhabirant with imporrunateInquiries,/# Hat. hall we do tolꝰ I 
{> ? And how ball we eſcape the N ratb to come? And the Wl r: 
Name of Chrift the Saviour ſhall diffuſe it ſelf like a rich 
and vital Perfume to Multitudes that were ready to fink Wl re 
and periſh under the painful Senſe of their own Guilt and 
Danger. Salvation ſhall ſpread thro' all the Tribes and 
Ranks of Mankind, as the Lightning from Heaven in a Wl of 
few Moments would communicate a living Flame thro' WMll up 
ten thouſand Lamps or Torches placed in a proper Situa- 
tion and Neighbourhood. Thus a Nation ſb ili be born in a 
Day when our Redeewer pleaſes, and his taithſul and obe- 
dient Subj: &s ſhall become as numerous as the Spires of 
Graſs in a Meadow newly mown, and refreſh'd with the 
Showers of Heaven. But the Pleaſure of this agreeable 
Hint bears the Mivd away from our Theme. 


Let us retu'n tothe preſent Narrarive. Tis worthy of 
our Obſervaticn, that this great aud ſ urprizing Work does 
not ſeem to have taken irs Rife from any ſudden and di- 
ſtrehugCalamity or pabiick Terror that might univerſally 
impreſs the Minds of a People: Here was no Storm, no 
Earthquake, no Inundation of Water, no Deſolation by 
Fire, no Peſlilence or any other ſweeping Diſtemper, nor 
any cruel Invaſton by their Indian Netghbours, that might 
force the Inhabitants into a ſerious Thoughttulneſe, and 
a religious Temper by the Fears of approaching Death 
and Judgment. Such Scenes as theſe have ſomerimes 
been made happily effectual to awaken Sinners in Zion, 
arid the formal Profeſſor and the Hypocrite have been 
rerrify*d with the Thoughts of divine Wrath breaking 
in upon them, I To ſball dwell with everlaſting Burrings * 
Bur in the preſent Caſe the immediate Hand of God 10 
the Work of his Spirit appears much more evident, be- 

panel Cauis 
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cauſe there is no ſuch awful and threat'ning Providence 
attending it. "SR 


It is worthy alſo of our further Notice, that when 
many profane Sinners, and formal Profeſiors of Religi- 
on have been affriglued out of their preſent Careleſneſs 
and Stupidity by ſome aftoniſhing Tercors approaching 
them, thofe religious Appearances have not been ſo du- 
table, nor the real Change of Heart fo thoroughly effected: 
Many of theſe ſort of ludden Converts have dropt their 
religious Concerns in a great Meaſure when their, Fears 
of the threat'ning Calamity are vaniſh'd. But it is a 
bleſſed Confirmation of the Truth of this preſent Work: 
of Grace, that the Perſons who were di-inely wrought 
ypon in this Seaſon continue ſtill to profeſs ſertousReligion, 
nd to practice it without returning to their ſormet Follies. 


It may not be amiſs in this Place to take Notice, that 
very ſurprizing aud tlueat'uing Providence has this laſt 
Year attended the People of Northampton, among u hom 
this Work of divine Grace was ſo remarkable: Which 
Providence at fiiſt might have been conſtrucd by the un- 
thinking World to be a ſignal Token of God's Diſplea- 
fire againſt that Town, or a Judgment from Heaven 
upon the People; but ſoon afterwards, like Paul's ſhak- 
ing the Viper off from his Hand, it difcovered the a- 
loniſhing Care and Gocdneſs of God exprets'd towards a 
Place where ſuch a Multitude of his young Converts were 
iſembled ; Nor can we give a better Account of it than 
in the Language of this very Gentleman, the Revd. Mr. 
Eiwards, Miniſter of that Town, who wrote the ſollou- 
ing Letter, which was publiſh'd in New- England. 


Northampton, March ioth. 1737: 


E in this Town, were the laſt Lord's Day the Specta- 


tors, and many of us the Subjects, of one of the moſt 
amating [nſtances of di vine Preſervation, thai perhaps was ever 


town in the Land: Our Meeting-Houſe is old and decay d, ſo 
that we have been for ſame tims building a rew one c ich is 


yt unfiniſb'd ; Ii has ken obſerved of late, that the Houſe that * 
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eve have hitherto met in has gradually ſpread at bottom, the Ce 

and W alli giving way, eſpecially in the Foreſide, by reaſon of the Will j 
Weight of Tiniber at top, preſſing on the Braces that are inſerted Wi, 
into the Poſts and Beams of the Honſe. It has ſo done more than Fe 
ordinarily this Spring; eubich ſeems to haue been orcaſion d by the Wl, 
beaving of the Ground by the extream Frofts of the Winter pa, Wi 
ant its now ſettling again on that fide which is next the Sun, ty 
the Thaws of the Spring: By this means the under-pinning has 
deen conſiderably diſorder d, which People were not ſenſible of, til 
the. ends of the Foyſts which bore i the from Gallery, by ih 
alli giving way, were drawn ff from the Girts on which 
they r#fted”; ſo that in the midſt of the publick Exerciſe in: 
Forencon, ſoon after the brginning of Sermon, the whole Galley 
full of People, with all the Seats and Timber ſuddenly and with 
out any Warning ſunk, and fell down, ith moſt amazing niſ 


upon the Heads of thoſe that fat under, to the aſtoniſhment of ti «, 
gregation, the Houſe being fill'd with dolorous Shrieking an D 


ching; and nothing elſe was expected than to find many Pro 
de ad, and daſbed to pieces. 


The Gallery in falling ſeem'd to break and ſink firſt in th 
middle; fo that thoſe who were upon it <vere thrown together | 
heaps before the front Door: But the <vhole <vas ſo ſudden, tha 
many of them that fell knew nothing in the time of it what i 

was that h̊ id befallen tbem; and others in the Qrgregation kreu 
not What it was that had happen d with fo great aNoiſe ; mar 
thought it had been an amazing Clap of Thunder ; The falliny 
Gallery ſeem'd to be broken all to pieces before it got down ; foth 
ſome that fell with it, as well as thoſe that cvert under, ct 
baried in the Ruins, and were found priſs'd under keaty Loa 
of Timber, and could do nothing to help themſil ves. 


But ſo myſteriouſly and wonderfully did it come to paſs, thi 
every Lite was preſerved ; and ibo many were greatly bruiſe 
and their Flrſb torn, yet there is not, as can underſtand, « 
Bone broke, or ſo much as put out of Joint among them all: Som 
that were thought to be almoſt dead at firft, are greatly recover! 
and but one young Woman ſeems yet to remain in dangerous Ci 
cumſtances, by an inward Hurt in her Breaſt: but of late ib 
appears more Hope of ber Recovery. | 7! 

. | b 
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n There in nome can gi ue any Account, or conceive by, what 
the Manns i ſbotiid come to paſs, that Peoples Lives and Limbs ſbould 
ted WM thus preſerv'd, when ſo great a Multitude were thus imminently 
ban Wayged = Ie looked as tho' it was impoſſible it ſhould be otheraviſe, 
the Wjbanthat great Numbers ſhould inſtantly be cruſbed to death or 
aft, bed in pieces: It ſeems unreaſonable to aſcribe it to any thing 
„% , but the Care of Providence in diſpoſing the Motions of every 
bab of Timber Eibe preciſePlace of Safety where every one ſhould 
& fall, wwben none were in any Capacity to take care for their 


ideen Preſervation. The Preſervation ſrems to be moſt wonderful, 
hich Mob Reſpect to the Women, and Children that wv. re in the mid · 


1% Alley, under the Gallery, Where it came down Frft, and 


levy wh greateſt Forte, and where Was nothing to break the Force 
_ the falling I eight. DT nt, ah ot vr 
ni n 35 1 bein f 65 
Fe Such an Event may be a ſufficient Argument of a Divino 


PInvidence our the Lives of Men. We thought curſelves cal- 
to ſet apait'a Day to be ſpent inthe ſolemn Worſhip of God, 
b tumble ourſelbes under ſuch a Rebuke of God upon us in the 
lime of publick Service in God's Houſe by ſo dangrous and 
nrixing an Accident; and to praiſe his Name for ſo. wonderſul, 
md as it <vere Miraculous a Preſervation ; and the lat Wedneſ- 
hy vas kept hy us to that End: And a Mevcy in which the. 
land of God is ſo remarkobly evident, may be well worthy to 
fees the: Hearts of all that hear it | 


Thus far the Letter. 


ut it is time to conclude our Preface. If there ſhould 
any thing found in this Narrative of the ſurprizing 
mverſfton ot ſich Numbers of Souls, where the Sentt- 
tents or the Style of the Relater, or his Inferences 
om Matters of Fact, do not appear fo agreeable to every 


* acer, we hope it will have no unhappy influence to 
ad. 0 Icourage the Belief of this glonous Event. We moſt 
„ b every Writer his own Way; and muft allow bim 
_ chuſe what particular Iuſtances he would ſelect, from 
„ dumerous Caſes which came before him, Aud tho" 
1 bel wight have choſen others perhaps, of mote ſigniſicancy 


the eve of the World, than the Voman and the 
% whoſe Experiences he relates at large; yet tis 
8 A Fg evident 


\ 
IF, 
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evident he choſe that of the Veman, becauſe ſhe wa 
0 ſhe is thereby ' uncapable of knowing any 
O 


ſonours or Reproaches on this Account. And as for the 
Child, thoſe who were preſent, and ſaw and heard ſuck 
a remarkable and laſting Change, on one ſo every young 
muſt neceſſarily receive a ſtronger Impreſſion from it 
and a more agrecable Surprize than the meer Narration 
of it ean communicate to others at a diſtance. Children 
Language always loſes its ſtriking Beauties at ſecond-hand 


Upon the whole, we declare our Opinion, that this Ac 
count of ſuch an extraordinary and illuſtrious Appearance 
of divine Grace in the Converſion of Sinners, is very 
like by the Bleſſing of God to have a happy Effect 
towards the Honour and Enlargement of the Kingdo 
of Chrift, | | 


May the worthy Writer, of thisEpiftle, and all thoſe hi 
Revd Brethren in the Miniſtry, who have been honour dit 
this excellent & important Service, go on to ſee their L 
bours ctown'd with daily and perſevering Succeſs ! May 
the numerous Subjects of this ſurprizing Work hold fa 
what they have received, and increaſe in every Chriſtia 
Grace and Bleſſing: May a plentiful Effuſion of the bleſſed 
Spirit, alſo, deſcend on the Britiſb Ifles, and all thei 
American Plantations, to renew the Face of Religiot 
there! And we intreat our Readers in both Znglands, t 
join with us in our hearty Addreſſes to the Throne e 
Grace, that this wonderful Diſcovery of the hand of G0 
in ſaving Sinners, may incourage our Faith and Hope of th 
Accompliſhment of all his Words of Grace, which 3 
written in the Old Teſtament and in the New, concernin 
the large Extent of this Salvation in the Latter Daysofth 
World. Come Lord Feſus, come quickly, and ſpread thy D 
minion thro' all the Ends of the Earth, Amen. 


London, October 
12. 1737. 


ISAAC W ATT 
FOHN GUTSE 


eee reer 


AP R E FE A C E. 
the T HEN the Diſciples of out glorious Lord 


" ere filled with Sorrow upon the heavy 
Tidings. of his Departure from them, 
He chear'd their drooping Spirits uith 

tat good Word, John 16. . Nevertheleſs, I tell 


my: For if I go not away, the Comforter will 
t come unto you; but if I depart, I will ſend 
in unto you, And after bis Aſcenſion, be fulfilFd 


I Influence, the Apoſtles werit forth, and 
ached every where, the Lord working with 
m: ſo that when we read the Acts of the A- 


e hi 

* files, ve muſt ſay; Not by Might, nor by 
Leer, but by che Spirit of the Lord of Hoſts, 
Mall tho; ſoon after the firſt Days of Chriſtianity, 
| faire was a dreadſul Apoſtacy, yer God did not 
ite rake bis Spirit from his People; but rai'd 
* faithful Witneſſes to teſtiſy againſt rhe Hereſies 


Corruption, A the Times wherein they 
ud, And ſince Antichriſt that wicked One has 
been gradually conſuming him with the Spirit 
vis Mouth, in the Reformation. 

Nor haue we in theſe remote Corners of the 
mb, where Satan had his Seat from Time im- 
rial, been left without a Witneſs of the divine 
ner aud Grace. Very remarkable was the Work 
ds Spirit ſtirring up our Fore Fathers to leave a 
uant Land, and tranſport themſelves over a vaſt 
in into this then howling Wilderneſs ; that they 
br enjoy Communion with Chriſt in the Purity of 
0rdinarices, and leave their Children in rhe quiet 
"th" S Poſſefſion 


pu the Truth; it is expedient for you that Ig 


ls great and precious Promiſe by the extraordi- 
y Effuſion of bis Spirit, under whoſe Conduct 


n reveal'd, our Lord, according to bis Word, 
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| atoſe and ſhook the Earth, * hi, loud Cally 


and they lied unto him with their Tohigues. 4 


3 * ng PA ©. - 
Poſſiſten of theBleſſings of his Kingdom. And God wg 
emingatly preſent is 4 them by hysWard & Spirit 
Va, we need lock no. higher than our or 
im?s, to find abundant Occaſion -to telebr; 
rhe wonderful Works of God. Thus when Gi 


us in that amazing Providence was foltow'd, ſo ft 
as Man tan judge, with the ſtill Voice of bis Spin 
in which H was preſent to awaken many 
bring them to ſay trembling, What muſt' we dot 
be ſaved ?. Tea, ai wwe! Pope, to turn gor 2 few jn 
Sin to God in a thorcugh Conve fin. But ben t 
Bitterne/s of Den h was paſt, nucb the great 
Part of thoſe whom God's Terrors, dffrighred, 7 
ſad O caſton to remember thoſe Words, feli 
34.36 When he ſlew them, then they ſoug 
him: arid they returned and enquired eatly af 
God. And they remembred thar God was th: 
Rock, and the high God their Red&&tner. N 
vertheleſs, they did flatter him wich (Meir Mou 


there bas ſince been great Reaſon to complain o/. 
ſpeedy Return to our former Sins, noterithſtandit 
ſome Hopes given of a more general Reformatis 
Na when more lately, it pleaſed God to viſit na 
of our Towns with a very mortal Diſtemper, i 
that Time in a Manner unknown ; thereby gre 
Numbers of our hopeful Children and Touth bat 
been cut off, many very ſuddenly, and with Circu 
ſtances exceedingly diſtreſſing and awful : Tet ala 


Ns have not generally ſeen, nor duly confidercd Gu 


Hand ſtretched out againſt us; but have given bi 
Reaſon to complain, as of his ancient People, W 
ſhould ye be Stricken any more, ye will tere 
more and more. And accordingly His Anger 
got turned away; but his Hand if ſtretched out ſti 
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| PREFACE. Hi 
Aplain Proof of this awſul Truth, that the moſh 
gun kening Diſpenſations can no farther bumble and 
0 us pow. than as it pleaſeth God to accompany 
them with his Spirit, and ſo command his Bleſſing" 
pon them. But when the Almighty will work 
ſuch Means, or withcur them, who can hinder 
im 2 Th acts with ſovercigu Liberty and irre ſiſtis 
he Power. John z. 8. The Wind bloweth where 
t liſteth, and thou heateſt the Sound thereof, but 
cauſt aot tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goe th: ſo is every one that is born of the Spitit. 
Sub was his wonderful Work as Notrthamptotm and 
the neighbouring Towns in the County of Hamp - 
hire; and ſome other Places. The Holy Spirit mar 
io plentiful and extraordinary Manner pour d ont on 
Perſons of every Age and Condition, without ſueh 
remarkableProvidences going before to awaken ther: 
os the Dew falls in the Night, and yer the Efes 
appear'd as the Light which goeth forth. So rh. 
we might well admiring ſay, What has God 
wrought! Great was the Number of them who 
publiſh'd rh:Wonders of the Divine Power & Grace ; 
declaring with Hum'lity, what God had done for 
their Souls, And others who went among them, ac- 
looculeg d that the Work exceeded the Fame of ii 
Now the Pfalmiſt obſerves that God has made his 
wonderful Works tobe remembred. We therefore 
apprehend that ouv Reverend Brother has done well 
„ record and publiſh this ſurprizing Work of God; 
and the Fidelity of his Account would not haus 
been at all doubted of by us, tho there had not been 
the concurrent Teſtimony of Others to it. It is alſo 
a Pheaſure to us to hear what Acceptance the follows 
ins Narrative has found in the other England, where 
it bas bad two Impreſſions already, and been honour'd 
wth a recommendatory Preface, by two Divines of 
9% Note in London, vis, the Rev. Dy, N 
| an 
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and Dy. Guyle : after whom it may ſeem Preſump. 
tion us to attempt amy Thing of thss Kind But it 
having been tho't proper to Reprint this Letter Bere, 
and diſperſe it among our People, We Thakſulh 
emùnaco this Opportunity to praiſe the moſi High, for thy 
to recom. 
mend ths;Epiſtle to the diligent Reading and atteni v: 

Conſider ation of all into whoſe Hands theſe ſhall 
come. | He that hath an Ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit ſaith unto the Churches And indeed the 
Particular and diſtinct Account whech the Author 


cegct adi ug Ri hes of bis Grace, and earneſtly 


Hast given o God's Dealings with the Souls of Mey 
at this remarkable Seaſon, in the variety of Caſs 
then ſet before bim, and many of his. Obſervations 
thereufion.we apprebend- are written with that Fudg. 
ment and Skill in divine Things, as declare him 10 


ze a Scribe well inſitucted unto the Kingdom of 


Heaven; and ue judge may be very uſeful ro Mini. 
fters in leading weary: Souls toChriſt for Reſt, and for 
the Dsreflion & Enciur agement of all under the like 
Operations of the Holy Spirit. Tea, as the Author 
obſerves, © There is no one Thing I know of, 
t thatGod has made ſuch a Means of promoting his 
„% Work among us as the News of others Conver: 
& fron”? —; Ve hope that the further Spreading 
of this Narrative may, by the Divine Bleſſing, ſtil} 
promote the Converſion of Souls, and quicken God's 
Children to labour after the clearer Evidences of 


their Adoption, and to bring forth Fruits meet ſer | 


Refentance. And as this wonderful Work may be 
conſider d as an Earneſt of what God vill do to. 
wards the Cloſe of the Goſpel. Day, it affords great 
Encouragement to car Faith and Prayer in plead- 
ing thoſe Promiſes which relate to the glorsous Ex- 
tent and Flouriſhing of the Kingdom of Chriſi upon 
Earth, and have not yet had their full and final 
Accompliſoment. And ſurely rhe very t breatning 
Degeneracy 


Degeneracy of our Times calls aloud to us all, 
10 be earneſt in Prayer for this moſt needed Bleſſing, 
the plenteful Ae of rhe Spirit of Lruth 
and Holineſs. Nor ought the Senſe of cur own Un: 
wort hi ne / diſcourage us, when we go to our 
heavenly Father in the Name of his dear Son, who 
has purchas'd and receiv'd this great Gift for bis 
People, and ſays to us, Luk: 11. 9— 13. Ask and 
hall be given you If ye then, being Evil, 
know how to give good Gifts unto __ Children ; 
how much more ſha!l your heavenly Father give 


A holy Spirit ro them that ask im. Tn 

5 But wwe muſt draw to a Cloſe. May the worthy 
's WM 4uthor be reſtored to Health, and long continue to 
;* Wit rieb Bleſſing to his People! May he ſtill ſes 
'0 Wile Pleaſure of rhe Lord proſpering in his Hand; 
f and in particular, may the Spirit of Grace accompa- 
4 


w this pious Endeavour to ſpread the Savour of he 
Knowlege of Chriſt, for the everlaſiing Advantage 
ke f many! May it pleaſe God to revive his Work 
„ WMi!r:ug bout this Land; and may all the Ends of the 
t Earth fee his Salvation 

8 Joſeph Sewall 


boſton, Noyemb. 


J. 1:38. Thomas Prince 

| | | 

P; John Webb 

4 William Cooper. 
bz .f. Since the writing thisPreface, One of us has receiv'd a 
40 Wl Lericr from a Reverend and very worthy Miniſter in 
, Glaſeow, in which is the following Paſſige; | 
ad- « TheFriends of ſeriousReligion here were much re- 
u. freſhed with a printed Account of the extraordinary Suc- 


pon ceſ of the Goſpel, of late, in fome Parts of New England. 
nal If you can favour me with more particular Accounts of 
ing thoſe joyful Events, when you haveOpportuntty of writing 
yy de me, it will much oblige me.“ 


— 
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To the REVEREND 


Bent Colman, D. D 


Paſtor of a Church in Boſton, 
IF:f614, Octob. 11 1738 
SIR, 


N your Letter of Auguſt 19 you inform us, N 
that the Rev. Dr. Warrs and Dr. Guyſe deſire 
that ſome other Miniſters, who were Eye and 
Ear Witnefſes to ſome of thoſe numerous Conver. 
ſians in the other Towns about Northamptos, 
would Atteſt unto what the Rev. Mr. Edward; 


bas written of them. , 


We take this Opportunity to aſſure you, that 
the Account Mr. Edwards has given in his Narra— 
ive of our ſeveral Towns or Pariſpes is true ; and 
that much more of the like Nature 1 nave becahhn; 
added with Reſpect to ſome of them 


We are, Reverend Sir, Yaur Brethren and 


Servants 
William Williams, Paſtor of Hatfield. 
Ebenezer Devotion of Suffield. 
Stephen Williams of Long Meadow, 
Peter Raynolds -- of Enfield. 
Nebemiab Bull. of Weſtfield. i © 


Samuel Hopkins - of I. Spring fell "che 


* 8 * 44 „ bo * a * * 


A Faithful 


„IN ARRATIVE 


ver. | OF 


The Surprizing Work of GOD in the 
Converſion of many Hundred Souls in 
That Nortbampton, of New- England, GSW. 


eam a LETTER to the Revd, Dr. Corman 
of Boſton, Ec. 


Reverend and Honoured Sir, 


AVING ſeen your Letter to my honoured 
ncle Willianrs of Hatfield of July 20, 
wherein you inform him of the Notice thar 
ken of the late wonderful Hark 
of God, is, and ſome other Towns in 
this County; by the Rev. Dr. Watts and 
Ur. Guyſe of London, and the Congregation to which the 
iſt of theſe preached on a monthly Day of ſolemn 
Frayer ; asalſo, of your defire to be more perfectly ac- 
uinted with it, by ſome wa on the ſpot ; and haying 

| | een 
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been ſince informed by my Uncle Williams, that, you 
defire* me to undertake it; I would now do It, in as juſt 
and faithful a Manner as in me lies. | 


ThePeople of the uni, in general, I ſuppoſe, are. as ſober, 
and orderly, and good ſort of People, as in any Part of New. 
England: and I believe they have been preſerved the treeſt 
by far, of any Part of the Country, from Error, and variety 
of Sefs and Opinions. Our being ſo far within the Land, at 
a diſtance from Sea ports, and in a Corner of the Country, 
has douhtleſs been one R caſon w hy wghave not been ſo much 
corrupted. with Vice, as moſt;other Fats But without queſ- 
tion, the Religion, and good Ofder of the Cumy, and their 
Purity in Doctrine, has, under God, been very much owing 
to the great Abilities, and eminent Piety, of my venerable 
and honoured Grandfather Stoddard. I ſuppoſe we have 
been the freeſt of any Part of the Land from unhappy Dir. 
ont; and, Rare ingor: eccleſiaſtioal and. religious Affaits, 
till the Tate lamentable.* e Contention. 

We being much ſeparated from other Parts of the Pro. 
vince, and haying comparatively but little Intercourſe with 
them, have from the beginning, till now, always managed 
our eccleſiaſtical Affairs within our ſelves: "tis the way in 
which the Gopnty)from its Infaney, has gone on, by the 
practical Agreement of all, and the- way in which our 
Peace and good Order has hitherto been maintained. 

The Town of Northampton is of about 82 Years ſtanding, 
and has now about 200 Families; which, moſtly d well more 
compattly together than any Town of ſuch a Bigneſs in theſe 


Parts of the Country; which probably has been anOccaſion | 


that both our Criptinms, and Reformatiom haye been, from 


— — — 


* The Srinoßeld Contention relates to the Settlement 
ot a Miniſter there, which occaſion'd too warm 
Debates between ſome, both Paſtors and People, 
that were for it, and others that were againſt it, 
on account of their different Apprehenſions about 
his Principles, and about ſome Steps that were taken 
to ptocure his Ordination. ; 


time 
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time to time, the more ſwiftly propagated, from oneto another, 


* through the Town. Take the Town is general, and fo far 
as I can judge, they are as Rational ard Underſtanding a Peo- 
ple as molt I have been acquainted with: Many of them 

„hase been noted for Religion, and particularly, have been re- 

6 mackable for their diſtinct Aowledge in things that relate to 

Heart Religion, and Chriſtian Experience, and their great 

) WM Regards thereto. | | 5 

* 1am the third Miniſter that has been ſettled in the Town: 

„ WY i= Rev. Mr. Eleazer Mather, who was the frft, was ordain- 


el 0 Jy, 1669, He was, one whoſe Heart was much in 


„is ork, abundant in Zabours for the good of precious 
"WH Souls; he had the high Eſteem and great Love-of his Peo- 
ple, and was bleſſed with no ſmall Succeſs, The Rev. Mr. 
© WH Seddard, who ſucceeded him, came firſt to the Town. the 
£ November after his Death, but was not ordained till September 


11. 1672, and died Feb. 11; 1728 9. So that he continued 
in the Work of the Miniſtry here, from his firſt.coming to 
Town, near '6oY ears. And as he was eminent and renoton- 


8 d for his Gifts and Grace; ſo he was bleſſed, from the be- 
ning, with extraordinary Succeſs in his Miniſtry, in the 
n Converſion of many Souls. He had fiueHarveſts,as he call- 
8 ed chem .: The firft was about 57 Years ago; the , ſecond a- 
boat 53 Years; the thirdabour 45 ; the fourtb about 24; the 
fftb and laſt about i8 Veats ago. Some of theſe Times were 
much more remarkable than others, and the ingathering of 
by Souls more plentiful. Thoſe that were about 53, and 40, 
and 24 Years ago, were much greater than either the Ft 
nor the loft : but in each of chem, I have heard my 
m Crandfather ſay, the bigger Part of the young People in the 
Town, ſeemed to be mainly @ncerned for their eternal 
Salvation. Dy N | . 
After the laſt of theſe came a far more degenerate 
NW tine, (at leaſt among the young People) 1 ſuppole, than 
1 erer before. Mr. Stoddard, indeed, had the Comfort 
"il before he died, of ſecing a time where there were no 


wall Appcarances of a divine Work .amongſt ſome, 
and a . conſiderable Ingatbering of Souls, even after I 
was ſettlecd with him in the Ainiſtry, which was about 
two Years before his Death; and I hape reaſon to bleſs 

B 2 God 
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God for the great Advantage I had by it. In these m 
two Years there were near twenty that Mr, Stoddard publi 
hoped to be ſavingly converted; but there was nothing WM Art 
of aby General b = 3 The 2 Part ſeemed to reac 
be at that time very inſenſible of the things of Religi- Wihc E 
on, and engaged in other Cares and Purſuirs. Juſt ater No re 
my Grandfather's Death, it ſeemed to be a time of ex- bat 

ttaordinary Dulneſs in Religion: Licentiouſneſs for ſomeMyove! 
Years greatly prevailed among the Youth of the Town; Ml tk 
they were many of them very much addicted ro Nigt. lat 
evalking, and frequenting the Tatern, and leud Practices, Micir 
wherein ſome, by their Example exceedingly corruptedWMind 
others. It was their Manner very frequently to get emp 
together, in Conventions of both Sexes, for Mirth and ile. 
Jollity, which they called Frolicks ; and they would Mic e 
often ſpend the greater part of the Night in them, with-WMy » 
out * 5 to any Order in the Families they belonged Heli 
to: and indeed Family Government did too much fail in Hud 

the Town. It was become very cuſtomary with many Whoſe, 
of our young People, to be Indecent in their Carriage tho 
at Meeting, which doubtleſs, would not have prevailed Whhic| 
to ſuch a degree, had it not been that my Grandfatbe, Pr. 
through his great Age, (tho* he retained his Pœren ug. 
iurprizingly to the laſt) was not ſo able to Obe bong 
them. There had alſo long prevailed in the Town, a ere 
Spirit of Contention between two Parties, into which body 
they had for many Years been divided, by which, was Wins 

maintain'd a Fealeuſy one of the other, and they were i 


prepared to oppoſe one another in all publick Affaire. md 

But in two or three Years after Mr. Stoddard's Death, out 
there began to be a ſenſible Amendment of theſe Evils; Hiker 
the young People ſhew'd more of a Diſpoſition to hear-WWbays 


ken to Counſel, and by degrees left off their Frolicking, Wick! 
and grew obſervably more Decent in their Attendance WM':op 
on the publick Worſhip, and there were more that 
manifeſted a Religiows Concern than there uſed to be. _ 
. 


Ar the latter end of the Year 1733. there appeared 
a very unuſual flexibleneſs, and yielding to Advice, in 
our young People, It had been too long their manner 


x 
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o make the Evening after the Sabbath *, and after our 


id voblick Lecture, to be eſpecially the Times of their 
ng nb, and Company keeping, But a Sermon was now 
to reached on the Sabbath before the Lecture, to ſhew 
Jie Evil Tendency of the Practice, and to perſuade them 


o reform it; and it was urged on Heads ot Families, 
that it ſhould be a thing agreed upon among them to 


meMeovern their Families, and keep their Children at home, 
n; I theſe times; and withal it was more ae moved, 
. that they ſhould meet together, the next Day, in 
es, Wliheir ſeveral Neighbourhoods, to know each other's 
ted Minds: which was accordingly done, and the Motion 
oerMcomplicd wich throughout the Town. But Parents found 


tle, or no occaſion for the exerciſe of Government in 
old Wie Caſe : the young People declared themſelves convinced 
th- y what they had heard from the Pulpit, and were 
ed ling of themſelves ro comply with the Counſel that 
in d been given: and it was immediately, and, I ſup- 
ny Whoſe, almoſt wnjverſally complied with; and there was 
apc: thorough Keformation of theſe Diforders thencefor ward, 
led Which has continued ever ſince, 
, Preſently after this, there began to appear a remarkable 
sgi Concern at a little Village, belonging to the 
e Cogregation, call'd Paſcommuck, where a few Families 
„a eee ſettled, at about three Miles diſtance from the main 
ich dy of the Town. At this place, a number of Per- 
was ns ſeemed to be ſavingly wrought upon. In the 
erc Wil following, Anno 1734, there happen'd a very ſudden 
md awful Death of a young Man, in the Bloom of his 
th, Wlouth ; who being violently ſeized with a Pleuriſy, and 
ils; en immediately very delirious, died in about uo 
ar -M Deys; which (together with what was preached pub- 
ing, WW'ckly on that Occaſion) much affefed many young 
nce Witople. This was followed with auother Death of a 


lr es 


— 


* It muſt be noted, that it has never been our 
red Manner, to obſerve the Avening that follocrs the 
1 Sabbath; but that which precedes it, as part of holy 
mer Time, 


yours 


s ate F n Hüppe ShR 


young tmatried Nyman, who had been confideralj 
exerciſed in Mind, about the Salvation of her Soul, be 
fore ſhe was ill, and was in great Diſtreſs, in the be 
ginning of her IIineſs; bur ſeemed to have ſatiifjin 

idences of God's faving Mercy to her, before he 
Death , ſo that ſhe died very Full of Comfort, in a mo 
earneſt and moving Manner warning, and counſollin 
others. This ſeem'd much to contribute to the ſolemn 
ing of the Spitits of many young Petſons.: and ther 
began evidently to appear more of a Religious Cinco 
on People's Minds. 

In the Fall of the Year, I propoſed it to the yount 
People, that they ſhould agree among themſelves t{ 
[ſpend the Evenings after Lectures in ſocial Ræligion, ant 
to that end divide themſelves into ſeveral Companies 
meet in various parts of the Town ; which was ad 
cotgingly done, and thoſe Meetings have been finc 
continued, and the Example imitated by elder Peop 
This was follo«*d with the Death of an eJtevly Pero: 
«hich was attended wich many ummſual Circumſtance 
by which many were much moved and affected. 

About this time, began the great Neiſe that was f 
this Part of the Country, about Arminianiſm, whicl 
ſeemed to appear with a very threatning Aſpect upot 
the Intereſt of Religion here. The Friends of vid” 
Piety trembled for fear of the Iſſue; but it ſeemed 
contrary to their Fear, ftrongly to be over-rulel for th 
promoting of Religion. Many who looked on them 
ſelve as in a Chriſtleſs Condition, ſeemed to be awaken' 
by it, with fear that God was about ro withdraw fron 
che Land, and that we ſhould be given up to Heteroder 
and corrupt Principles; and that then their Opportuvit 
for obtaining Salvation would be paſt ; and many wh 
were brought a little ro doubt about the Truth of th 


Doctrines they had hitherto been taught, ſeem'd to hx, 
a kind of a trembling Fear with their Doubts, left the 81 
ſhould be led into By-paths, to their eternal undoing WM? 
And they ſeem'd with much Concern and * Engagedne! uti 
of Mind, to enquire what was indeed the Way | * 


which they muſt come to be accepted 3 
7 £ nete 
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here were then. ſame; things ſaid prblickly on that, Oe. 
hop, concerning Juſlifeation by, Faith alone. 

Altho“ great Fault, was found with, meddling. with. he 3 
rover, in the Pubpit, by ſuch a Perſon, and at that 
ne, and, tho? it was ridiculed by many eſetubere;yer!. 
woved, a Word ſpoken in ſeaſon here; and was moſt... 
dearly altended with: a, very remarkable Blifſing ol 
leaven; to the Souls of the People in this Town. 
key received thence. a general ſatis faction with: reſpect. 
the main thing in queſtion, which they had been 
| trembling doubts and concern about ; and theie 
ltnds were engag'd the more earneſtly to ſeek that 
key. might! come to; be accepied of. God, and ſaved 
the, Way. of, the Goſpel, 1 had been made 
dent to them ta be the true and only Way: And 
„ it was, in the latter part of December, that the Spirit 
God began ext aordinarily to ſet in, and <vonderjully, 
ork: prove us; and there were, very ſaddeniy, one after < 
ther, fie or ſix Perſons, who were, to all appear 
e ſavingly, converted, and ſome of them wrought 
in a very. remarkable manner, 

Particularly, I was ſurprired with, the relation of: a 

w Woman, — had been one of the greateſt 
pany: : Keepers in the whoio Town: When ſhe. 
fe. to me, I had never heard that ſhe. was become 
my wiſe. ſerions, but by the Convertation [+ rhen hade 


-med 

ber, it appeared: io me, that whar: ſhe gave an 
hem unt of, was) a g'orious Work of God's infinite Power: 
Lot L lovercagn Grace; and! thar God had given her a 


Heart, truly broken and ſanctificd I could not - 


oy n doubt of it, and have teen much in my AC++ 
uri intance: with her froce. to confirm Ir. | | 
„wh. Tho! the Worle was gloricus,. yer I was filled with 
era about the ZfFec? it might have upon others: I. 
ud read, to concinde (tho! 70a raſhly ) that ſome 
then be harden'd by ir, in cireleſoneſs and locſeneſs of 


Y and would rake cccafiun from it to open their 


oing A 
ednel us; in Riproaches of Religion. But the Evers: 
ie e Reverſe, to a wonderful degree ; God made it, 
God ppoſe, the great: ft. HC; aſion 77 arc alening 0 others, of 


any 


T here 
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any thing that ever came to paſs in the Town. 'T ha. 
had abundant Opportunity to know the Effect it had, 
by my private Converſation with many. The news of 
it ſeemed to be almoſt like a flaſb of Lightning, upon 


1 
] 
the Hearts of young People, all over the Town, and 
upon many others. Thoſe Perſons amongſt us, who 
uſed to be fartheſt from ſeriouſneſs, and that I moſt 
feared would make an ill Improvement of it, ſeemedi 
greatly to be awakened with it; many went to talk : 
with her, concerning what ſhe had mer with ; anal © 
what appeared in her ſeemed to be to the Satisfaction : 
of all that did ſo. 
Preſently upon this, a great and earneſt Concem * 
about the great things of Religion, and the eternal -. 
World, became univerſal in all parts of the Town, and 4 
among Perſons of all Degrees, and all Ages; the Nei © 
amongſt the Dry Bones waxed louder and louder : A rh 
other talk but about ſpiritual and eternal things, w: * 
ſoon thrown by; all the Converſation in all Companies”? 
and upon all occaſions, was upon theſe things only, un . 
leſs ſo much as was neceſſary for People, carrying oil 
their ordinary ſecular Buſineſs, Other Diſcourſe than « ny 
the things of Religion, would ſcarcely be tolerated in an an 
Company. The Minds of People were wonderfully take w 
off from the World, it was treated amongſt us as a thin . 
of very little Conſequence : They ſeem'd to follow the“ 
worldly Buſineſs, more as a part of their Duty, th: . , 
from any Diſpoſition they had to it; the Tempiatigy-'* 
now ſeemed to lie on that hand, to negle# world FR 
Affairs too much, and to ſpend too much Time int Nan 
immediate Exerciſe of Religion: Which Thing g 
excecdingly mitrepreſented by Reports that were ſpres % 
in diſtant Parts of the Land, as tho' the People be 
had wholly thrown by all worldly Buſineſs, and b of 4 
took themſelves entirely to Reading, and Praying, a !* 
ſuch like religious Exerciſes. . God 
But altho* People did not ordinarily neglect tlic of J. 
worldly Buſineſs ; yet there then was the Reverle of wh ay 
commonly is: Religion was with al! ſerts the great Co = 
ceru, aud the Worid was a thing only by the Bye. Ins 


Converſions in Northampton, Ec. 9 
e cy Thing in their view was to get the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and every one appeared preſſing into it: The 
oi Engagedneſs of their Hearts in this great Concern cou'd 
pon not be hid, it appear'd in their very Countenances. It 
then was à dreadful Thing amongſt us to lie out of 
Chtiſt, in danger evety day of dropping into Hell; and 
what Perſons minds* were intent upon was to eſcape for 
their Lives, and to fly from the Wrath to come. All 
would eagerly lay hold of Opportunities tor their Souls; 
and were wont very often to meet together in private 
Houſes for religious Purpoſes: And ſuch Meetings when 
appointed were wont greatly to be thronged. - 
There was ſcarcely a fingle Perſon in the Town, 
either old or young, that was left unconcerned about 
the great Things of the erernal World. Thoſe that 
wefe wont to be the vaineſt, and looſeſt, and thoſe 
that had been moſt diſpoſed to think, and ſpeak ſlig ht- 
ly of vital and experimental Religion, were now 
generally ſubjeR to great awakenings. And the Work 
of Converſion was carried on in a moſt 4ffonſbing man- 
det, and increaſed more and more; Souls did as it 
were come by Flocks to Jeſus Chriſt. From Day to Day, 
lor many Months together, might be ſeen evident 
Inſtances of Sinners brought out of Darkneſs into mar vel- 
bus Light, and delivered put of an horrible Pit, and from 
the miry Clay, and ſet upon 4 Rock, with a new Song of 
Praiſe to God in their mouths. | 
This Work of God, as it was carried on, and the 
Number of true Saints multiplied, ſoon made a glori- 
dus Alteration in the Toun ; fo that in the Spring 


* ind Summer following, Anno 17 35. the Town ſeemed to 
e he be full” of rhe Perſence o God: R never was ſo fall 
d b of Tove, nor ſo full of Joey; and yet ſo tull of Diſtreſs, 
g, a „ it vas then. There were remarkable Tokens of 

| bod's Prefence in almoſt every Houſe. It was a time 
r td! Joy in Families on the account of Salvation's being 
of w ouzhe unto them; Parents rejoicing over their Chil- 


ten as new born, and Husbands over their Wives, and 
Wes over their Husbands The goings of God were 
onen fren in bis Sanctuary, God's Day was 4 delight, and 
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his Tabernacles were amiable. Our publick Am n 
were then beautiful; the Congregation. was alive in 6 
God's Service, every one earneſtly intent on the Pub- Dj 
lick Worſhip, every Hearer cager to drink in the Wren 
Words of the Miniſter as they came from his Mouth; the MW Dit 
Aſſembly in general were from time to time, in Tear \ 
while the Word was preached ; . ſome weeping wich att 
Sorrow and Diſtreſs, others with Joy and Love, others MW abe 
with Pity and Concern for the Souls of. their Ncigh-W{Wnal 
bours, | ſidie 
Our publick praiſes were then greatly enliven'd ; Go eri 
was then ſerved in our Pſalmody, in ſome meaſure, inWot 1 
the Beauty of Holineſs. It has been obſervable, that there bros 
has been ſcarce any part of Divine Worſhip, wherein 
good Men amongſt us have had Grace fo drawn forth, 
and their Hearts fo lifted ub in the Ways of God, ati 
ſinging his Praiſes : Our Congregation excell'd all that 
ever I knew in the external Part of the Duty before, 
generally carrying regularly, and well, three Parts » 
Muſick, and the Women a Part by themſelves : Bur 
now they were evidently wont to ſing with unuſual Ele 
vation of Heart and Voice, which made the Dut 
pleaſant indeed. | 
In all Companies on other Days, on whatever Occafon 
Perſons met together, Chriſt was to be heard of and 
ſeen in the midſt of them. Our young People, whe 
they met, were wont to ſpend the Time in talking © 
the Excellency and dying Love of FESUS CHRIST 
the Gloriouſneſs of the way of Salvation, the wonderful 
free, and ſovereign Grace of God, his glorious Work i 
the Gnverſion of a Soul, the Truth and Certainty 0 
the great Things of God's Word, the Sweetnels of the 
Views of his Perfections, &. And even at Wedding. 
which formerly were mcerly occaſions of Mirth anc 
Jolliry, there was now no diſcourſe of any thing bu 
the things of Religion, and no appearance of any, bu 
ſpiritual Mirth. 


+ Thoſe amongſt us that had been formerly converted In 
were greatly enliven'd and renew'd with freſh and gan 
traordinary Incomes of the Spirit of God; tho' fon ung 

| mucl 
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much more than others, according to the meaſure of the 
in WM Gift of Chriff : Many. that before had laboured under 
Difficulties about their own State, had now their Doubts 
removed by more ſatisfying Experience, and more clear 
Diſcoverics of God's Love. 

When this Work of God firſt appeared, and was fo 


ich Ml extraordinarily carried on amongſt ws in the Winter 
en hers round about us, ſeemed not to know 3 


nake of it; and there were many that ſcoffed at and 
idiculed it; and ſome compared what we called Con- 
jerfion, to certain Diftempers. But it was very obſervable 
of many, that occaſionally came rmongſt us from a- 
troad, with diſregardful Hearts, that what they ſaw 
here cured them of ſuch a Temper of Mind: Strangers 
xere generally ſurprized to find Things ſo much be- 
md what they had heard, and were wont to tell others 
that the State of the Town could not be conceiv'd of 
by thoſe that had not ſeen it. The Notice that was 
en of it by the People that came to Town on 
xcaſion of the Court, that ſat here in the beginning of 
lurch, was very obſervable. And thoſe that came from 
de Netghbourhood to our publick Lectures, were for 
he molt part remarkably affected. Many that came 
> Town, on one occaſion or other, had their Con- 


ng odere off till they had hopefully a rag Iſſue; and 
ad their As 


, andWar God rained down here, and went home Rejoyc- 
pg bus; till ar length the 2 Work began evidently 
„ buf appear and prevail in ſeveral other Towns in the 


vertedff ln the Month of March, the People in South- Hadley 
ad en to be ſeized with deep Concern about the 
 (onWings of Religion; which very ſoon became univerſal : 

mul C2 | And 
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zin one Meek there than in ſeven Years before. Some- 


Feld. And wherever this Concern appeared, it ſcemed 
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And the Work of God has been very .wenderful the, Watt 
nor much, if any thing, ſhort of what it nas been Fen 
here, in proportion to the bigneſs of the Place, Abay Who! 
the ſame Time, it began to break forth in the Weſt Wal! 
part of Syffeld, (where it has alſo been very, grear,) and {anc 
it ſoon ſpread into all parts of the Poyn. It next val 
appear'd at Sunderland, and ſoon overſprgad the Toyn; = 
and I believe was, for a Scaſon, not Jeſs remarkable 
than it was here. About the ſame time, it began 10 
appear in a part of Deerfield, called Green-River, and after. 
wards fill'd the Town, and there has been a gloriey 
Work there: It began alſo ro be manifeſt, ian the 
South parc of Flatfeld, in 2. place called the Hill, and 
after that the <vhole Town, in the ſecond Week in 
April, ſeemed to be ſeized, as it were at once, with Con- 
cern about the Things of Religion; and the Work of 
God has been great there, There has been allo a very 
general Awakening at Weſt Springfield, and Long: Meade: 
and in Enfteld, there was for a time no ſmall Concern 
amongſt ſome that before nad. been. very looſe Perſons 
About the ſame time that this appear'd at Znfeeld, the 
Rev. Mr. Bull of Weſtfield informed me, that chere hai 
been a prearAlteration there, and that more had been done 


thing of this Work likewiſe appeared in the firſt Precinctin 
Springfeld, principally in the North and. South Extremes 
of the Pariſh. And in Hadley old Town, there gradual- 
ly appear'd #much of a Work of God on Souls, as 
at another time would have been thought worthy of 
much Notice. For a ſhort time there was, alſo a very 
great and general Concern, of the like nature, at North 


not to be in vain: But, in every Place God brought 
taving Bleſſings with him, and his Word, attended wi! 
his Spirit (as we have all rcafon to think) .return'd n 
zpid, It might well be ſaid at that time in all. Partsol 
the County, Vo are theſe that fly as a Cleud, and a 
Doves to t beir Windows ? _ dined 

As what other Towns heard of and, fonnd in tV15ong 
was a great, means of awakening the; fo our hearing St 
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e, ach a ſwifr, and extraordinary Propagation, and Ex- 
den ent of this Work, did doubclets for a time ſerve to up- 
om bold the Work amongſt us. The continual News kept 
ef Nie che talk of Religion, and did greatly - quicken 
1nd and rejoice the Hearts of God's People, and much a- 
ext Nraken'd thoſe that looked on themſelves as ſtill Jeft be- 
n; N, and made them the more earneſt that they alfa. 
ble Naight are in the great Bleſſing that others had ob- 
to tan'd, | : BY 73, 
er. WM This remarkable pouring out of the Spirit of God, which 
ien {tus extended from one end ro the other of this County, 
the MWvas not confin'd to it, bur many Places in Connecticut, 
and MWhave. parrook in the ' ſame Mercy: As for inſtance, the 


oy i Pariſh in Windſor, under the paſtoral Care of the Rev. 
Yon. Mir. Marjb was thus bleſt about the fame time, as we in 
k of M\athampton, while we had vo Knowledge of each other's 


lircumſtances : There has been a. very great Ingathering 
of Souls to Chrift in that Place, and. ſomething Conſide- 
able of the ſame Work began afcerwards, in Eaſt I indſor, 
ny honoured Father's Pariſh, which has in times paſt, 
een a Place favoured wich Mercies of this nature, above 
on this weſtern fide of New England, excepting 
lerthampton; there having been four or five Seaſons of 
e pouring out of the Spirit to the general awakening of 
x People there, fince my Father's Settlement amongſt 
ne m. | 
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bl Work of God carried on at Coventy under the 


5, as” 

y offliniſtry of the Rev. Mr. Afeacham : I had opportunity 
very converſe with ſome of Coventry People, who gave me 
Tort very remarkable Account of the ſurprizing Change that 


ppear'd in the moſt rude and vicious Perſons there. 
The like was alſo very great at the ſame time in a Part 
ud Lebanon, called the Crank, where the Rev. Me.“ 
Wheelock, a young Gentleman is lately ſettled : And there 
has been much of the ſame at Darbam, under the 
liniſtry of the Rev. Mr. Chauncy; and ro appearance, 
bo ſmall Iugather ng of Sou's there And liken iſe a - 
this rongſt many ot the young People. in the firſt Precinct 
arina Stratford, under the Miniftry of the Rev, Mr, Gout ; 
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There was alſo the laſt Spring and Summer a wonder- | 
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where the Work was much promoted by the remarkable nth} 
Converſion of a young Woman that had been a greaſed 
Company-Keeper, as it was here. 

Something of this Work appeared in ſeveral other Myer; 
Towns in thoſe Parts, as I was informed when I vom 
there, the laſt Fall. And we have ſince been acquaint. P 
ed with ſomerhing very remarkable of this nature une 
another Pariſh in Stratford call'd Ripton, under theMet « 
paſtoral Care of the Rev. Mr. Mints. And there was 1 
conſiderable Revival of Religion laſt Summer at New-MYe:; 
Haven old Town, as I was once and again informed byMyho 
the Rev. Mr. Noyes the Miniſter there, and by others Ma ) 
And by a Letter which I very lately receiv'd from Me Ane 
Noyes, and alſo by Information we have had otherwiſe, P. 
this flouriſhing of Religion ſtill continues, and has lately 
much increaſed: Mr. Noyes writes, that many this Sum 
mer have been added to the Church, and particularly 
mentions ſeveral young Perſons that belong to the prin 
cipal Famiſies of that Town. 

There has been a degree of the ſame Work at x 
Part of Guwitford; and very conſiderable at Mansfield, un. 
der the Ministry of the Rev. Mr. Eleazer Williams ; and 
an unuſual religious Concern at Tolland ; and ſomething 
of ir at Hebron, and Bolton. There was alſo no ſmall 
FF.fjon of the _— of God in the North Pariſh in 
Preſton, in the caftern Part of Gonneficut, which I was 
informed of, and ſxiw ſomething of it, when I was the 
laſt Autumn at che Houſe, and in the Congregation of 
the Rev Mr. Lord, the Miniſter there; who, with the 
"Rev. Mr. Owen of Groton, came up hither in Ay, the 
laſt Ycar, on purpoſe to ſee the Work of God here; 
and having heard various and contradictory Accounts of 
it, were careful when they were here to inform, ant 
fatisfy rhemſelves ; and to that end parricularly converſed 
with many of our People ; which they declared to be 
entirely to their Satisfaction, and that the one half ha 
nor been tcld them, nor conld be told them. Mr. Lv 
rold me that, when he got home, he informed hi 
Congregation of what he had ſeen, and that they wer 


| greatly atfected with it, and that it proved the begin the 
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home to Chriſt, in this Town, in the ſpace of half a Yea 


This has alſo appeared to be a very extraordin: 
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hope it has had a: ſaving Effect: We have about $, 5 
hundred and twenty Communicants, which include almoſti. 
all our adult Perſons. The Church was very large be 0 
tore ;- but Perſons never thronged into it, as they did 
in the late extraordinary Time : ---Our Sacraments ate 
eight Wecks aſunder, and I receiv*d into our Communion 
about an hundred before one Sacrament, and fourſcore of 
chem at one time, whoſe Appearance, when they pte 
ſented themſelves. together to make an open explici 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, was very affecting to th 
Congregation : -+-I took in near ſixty before the ney 
Sacrament Day: Bur it muſt be noted that it is not thi 
Cuſtom here, as it is in many other Churches in thi 
Country, to make a credible Relation of their in ware 
Experiences the ground of Admiſſion to the Lord 
ay | 0 | 

am far from pretending to be able to deterring 
how many have lately been the Subjects of ſuch Mercy 
but it J may be allowed to declare any thing th: 
appears to me probable in a thing of this nature; I ho 
that more than three HundredSouls were ſavingly broug| 


(how many more I don't gueſs) and about the fam 
Number of Males as Females; which, by what I hay 
heard Mr. Stoddard lay, was far from what. has bee 
uſual in Years paſt, for he obſerved that in his Time 
many more Women were converted than Men. Thot 
of our young People, that are on other accounts mo 
likely and conſiderable, are moſtly, as I hope, tral 


Pious, and leading Perſons in Ways of Religio uy 
Thoſe that were formerly looſer young Perſons, at 10 


generally to all Appearance, become true Lovers ( 
God and Chrif, and ſpiritual in their Diſpoſitions. Ae 
Goc 
I hope that by far the greater part of Perſons in t 
Town, above 16 years of Age, arc ſueh as havet 
ſaving kuowledge of Feſus Chriſt; and fo by what 
heard I. ſuppoſe it is in ſome other Places, particulat 
at Sunderland and South Hadley. 


Diſpenſation, in that the Spirit of God has ſo mu 
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aded not only his awakening; but regenerating Influences 
wy to elderly , Perſons, and alſo thoſe _ are why | 
wing... It has been a thing heretofore rarely to be 
jeard_ of, that am were converted paſt middle Age; 
hut now we have the ſawe Ground to think, that many. 
ein this time been ſavingly changed, as that 
bert been ſo in more early Veats. I ſuppoſe 
there were upwards of fifty Perſons in this Town above 
jo years of Age; and more than twenty of them above 
50, and about ten of them above 60, and to of them 
ore 70 years of Age. JV 
It has heretofore been looked on as a ſtrange Thing, 
phen any have feem'd..to be ſavingly wrought uporig 
md. remarkably changed in their Childhood; but flow 
ſuppoſe, near thirty were to Appearance ſo wrouphit 
yon» between 10 and 14 Years of Age, and tevo be- 
een 9 and 10, and one of about 4.. years of Ape 
id becauſe I ſuppoſe this laſt will be moſt difficultly 
klieved, I will hereafter give a particular Account of 
The Influences of God's Spirit have alſo been very 


| 10, markable on Children in ſome other Places, particu- 

S at Sunderland and South- Hadley, and the Weſt part 

Le Se. There are ſeveral Families in this Town 

hoy: at. are all hopefully pious; yea, there are ſeveral 
aV 


merous Families, in which, I think we have reaſon 
| hope that all the Children are truly godly, and 


Tae of them lately become ſo : And there are very 
Tho; Houles in the whole Town, into which Salvation 

$ - „ not lately come, in one or more Inſtances, There 
ir 


e ſeveral Negroes, that from what was ſeen in them 
en, and what is diſcernable in them fince, appear to 
. been truly born again in the late remarkable Sea- 
God has alſo ſeemed to have gone ont of his uſual 
u, in the Quickneſt of his Work, and the ſift Pro- 
tels his Spirit has made in his Operations on the Hearty 
many: Tis wonderful that Perſons ſhould be 16 
ddenly, and yet {o greatly changed: Many have 
en taken from a looſe and carelets way cf Living, 
d ſeized with ſtrong Con: iftions of their Guilt and 
| | | Miſery, 
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iſery; and iti a very little time old Things have paſſ:4 
— er all Things have become new with es 

God's Work has alſo appeared very extraordinary, 
in the Degrees of the Influences of his Spirit, bothin 
the Degree of Awakening and Conviction, and alſo in 
the Degree of ſaving Light, and Love, and Foy, thi 
many have experienced. It has alſo been very er. 
traordinary in the Zxtent of it, and its being ſo ſwiftly 
propagated from Town to Town, In former Times of 
the pouring out of the Spirit of God on this Toun, 
tho” in ſome of them it was very Remarkable, yet it 
reached no further thanthisTown,the netghbouringToyns 
all around continued unmoved. 

The Work of God's Spirit ſeemeq to be at its great: 
eſt Height in this Town, in the former part of the 
Spring, in March and April; at which time God's Work 


in the Converſion of Souls was carried on among us 


in ſo wonderful a manner, that ſo far as I, by looking 
back, can judge from the particular Acquaintance I hart 
had with Souls in this Work, it appears to me probable 
to have been at the Rate, at leaſt, of four Perſons i 

a Day, ot near thirty in a Week, take one with another 
for five or fix Weeks together: When God in fo re 
markable a manner took the Work into his own Hands 
there was as much dope in a Day or two, as at or 
dinary Times, with all Endeavours that Men can uſe 
and with ſuch a Bleſſing as we commonly have, is dene 
in a Year, 

J am very ſenſible how apt many would be, if the 
ſhould ſee the Account I have here given, preſently tt 


think with themſelves that I am very fond of makin 


4 great many Converts, and of magnifying and aggran 
dizing the matter ; and to think thar, for want of Judg 
ment, I take every religious Pang, and enthuſiaſtic! 
Conceit, for ſaving Converſion ; and I don't much wonde 
if they ſhould be apt to think ſo: and for this reaſo 
1 have forborn to publiſh an Account of this grez 
Work of God, tho' i have often been put upon it 


but having now as I thought a ſpecial Call to give a 
aecount ot it, upon mature Conſideration, I thought 
| RS. +... 
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pight not be befide my Duty to declare this amazing 
Work, as it appear'd to me, to be indeed Divine, and 
to conceal no part of the Glory of it, leaving it with 
God to take care of the Credit of his own Work, and 
running the venture of any cenſorious Thoughts, which 
might be entertain'd of me to my diſadvantage : But 
that diſtant Perſons may be under as great Advantage 
as may be, to judge for themſelves of this Matter, I 
would be a little more large, and particular. 
I therefore proceed to give an Account of the manner 
of Perſons being wrought upon; and here there is a 
vaſt Variety, perhaps as manifold as the Subjects of the 
Operation; but yet in many Things there is a great 
Analogy in all. 
Pertons are firſt awaken'd with a Senſe of their miſerable 
Condition by Nature, the Danger they are in of periſh. 
ng eternally, and that it is of great Importance to 
them that they ſpeedily eſcape, and get into a better 
State, Thoſe that before were ſecure and ſenſeleſs, are 
made ſenſible how much they were in the way to ruin 
n their former Courſes. Some are more ſuddenly ſeized 
nich Convictions ; it may be, by the News of others 
Converſion, or ſomething they hear in publick, or in 
rmivate Conference, their Conſciences are ſuddenly ſmit- 
ten, as if their Hearts were pierced through with a 
Dart : Others have Awakenings that come upon them 
nore gradually, they begin as firſt ro be ſomething 
nore thoughttul and conſiderate, ſo as to come to a 
Concluſion in their Minds, that tis their beſt and u iſeſt 
ay to delay no longer, but to improve the preſent 
Opportunity; and have accordingly ſer themſeves ſeri= 
Woully co meditate on thoſe Things that have the moſt 
Winakening Tendency, on purpoſe to obtain Gnvictions; 
Wand ſo their Awakenings have increaſed, till a Senſe 
if their Miſery, by God's Spirit ſetting in therewith, 
las had faſt hold of them. Others that, before this 
konderful time, had been ſomething religious andcon- 
trn'd for their Salvation, have been awaken'd in a new 
manner; and made ſenſible that their ſlack and dull 
Wy of ſeeking was never like to attain their Purpoſe, and 
1 88 3 | ſo 


=; A Narrative of. ate farprizing 


ſo have been... rouſed- up to a greater. Violence for the 
'Kingdom of Heaven, 5 70 15 
1 Thee Awakcuings when they have fir ſt ſeized on 
erſons have bad two Effects: One was, that they have 
An en immediately to quit their ſinful Practices, 
and the looſer Sort have been brought to forſake and 
dead their former Vices and Extravagancies When 
once the Spirit of God began to be fo! wondertully 
oüred out in a general way thro' the Town, People 
uad ſoon done v.uh their old Quarrels, Backbitings, and 
ntermeddling with other Men's Matters; the Tavern 
was ſoon left empty, and Perſons kept very much at 
home, none weut abroad unleſs on neceſſary Buſineſs, 
or on ſome religions Account, and every Day ſeemed 
in many reſpects like a Sabbath Day. And the ofthe 
Effect was, that it put them on earneſt Application te 
the means of Salvation, Reading, Prayer, Meditation 
the Ordinances of God's Houte, and private Conference 
their Cry was, Nhat [ball ce do to be ſaved ? The place 
of Rcſort was now altered, it was no longer the Tavern 
but the Mipifter's Houſe; that was thronged far more 
thin ever the Tavern had been wont to be. 
Puhere is a very great variety as to the Degree al 
Fear and Trouble that Perſons are exerciſed with, be 
fore they obtain any comfortable Eviderces of Pardo 
and Acceptance with God: ſome are from the beginnin 
carried on with abundantly more Encouragement an 
Hope than others; ſome have had ten times leſs trouble 
of Mind than others, in whom yet the Iſſue ſeems t( 
pe the ſame. Some have had ſuch a Senſe of the Dil 
P of God, and the great Danger they were in « 


Damnation, that they could not flecp at Nights; and 


many have ſaid that when they have laid dovn, th 
Thoughts of ſleeping in ſuch a Conditon have bee 
Fight ul to them, and they have ſcarcely been ire 
from Terrour while they have been aſleep, and the 
Have awaked with Fear, Heavineſs, and Diſtreſs fi 


abiding on their Spirits. It has been very commo 
phat the deep and fixed Concern that has been on 
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ſons Minds, has had a painful Influence on their Bodies, 
and had given Diſturbar ce to animal Nature. 

The awful Apprehenſions Perſons have had of their 
Milery, have for the moſt part been increaſing, the 
nearer they have approached to Deltverance ; tho* they 
often pats through many Changes, and Alterations in 
the Frame, and Circumſtances of their Minds : Some- 
times they think themſelves wholly ſenſeleſs, and fear 
that the Spirit of God has left them, and that they 
are given up to judicial Hardneſs; yet they appear very 
deeply exerciſed about that Fear, and are in great earneft 
to obtain Con vict ions again. 

Together with thoſe Fears, and that Exerciſe of Mind 
which is rational, and which they have juſt ground 
for, they have often ſuffer'd many needleſs Diſtreſſes 
of Thought, in which Satan probably has a great hand, 
io entangle them, and block up their way; and ſome- 
times the Diſtemper of Melancholy has been evidently 
mixed; of which when ir happens, the Tempter ſeems 
o make great advantage, and puts an unhappy Bar in 
the way of any good Effect, One knows not how to 
deal with ſuch Perſons, they turn every Thing that is 
ſad to them the wrong way, and moſt to their own 
Diladvantage: And there is nothing that the Devil ſeems 
w make fo great a handle of, as a melancholy Humour, 
mleit it be che real Corruption of the Heart. | 
But it has been very remarkable, that there has been 
ar leſs of this Mixture in this time of extraordinary 
bleſſing, than there was wont to be in Perſons under 
wakenings at other Times; for it is evident that many 
that before had been exceedingly involved in ſuch 
Difficulties, ſeem'd now ftrangely to be ſet at liberty: 
dome Perſons that had before, for a long time, been 
exceedingly entangled with peculiar Temptations, of one 
brt or other, and unprofitable and hurtful Diſtreſſes, 
Wicre ſoon helped over former Stumbling Blocks, that 
'linder'd any Progreſs towards faving Good; and Con- 
Auctions have wrought more kindly, and they have beeſt 
ſucceſsfully carried on in the way to Life. And thus 
ran ſeemed to be rcftrain'd, till towards the latter 


end 


— 22 


— 
ä —_— — 


—. ** 
— — 2 


— l 


. 
— GE — 


12 


— - 


a — — K——— — 1 mn 


—_ 
—— — 
— 


W 
_ ae te was. uo We nr ART 


? l by 

11 
ih 
I F 


. * 


22 A Narrative of late ſurprixing 


end of this wonderful Time, when God's Spirit was a 


bout to withdraw. raged 
Many times Perſons under great Awakenings were ſe tl 


concerned, becauſe they thought they were not awaken'g 
but miſerable, hard-hearted, ſenſeleſs, fottiſh Creature, 
Rill, and ſleeping upon the brink of Hell: The ſenſe 
of the Need they have to be awaken'd, and of their 
comparative Hardneſs, grows upon them with their A. 
wakenings ; ſo that they ſeem to themſelves to be very 
ſenſeleſs, when indeed moſt ſenſible. There have been 
ſome Inftances of Perſons that have had as great; „ T. 
Senſe of their Danger and Miſery, as their Nature 
could well ſubſiſt under, ſo that a little more would 


ond mo 


probably have deſtroyed them; and yer they have e 
expreſt themſelves much amazed at their own Inſenſ "ſt * 
bility and Sottiſnneſs, in ſuch an extraordinary Ting, : = 
as it then was. I 0 
Perſons are ſometimes brought to the Borders of Di ag 
pair, and it looks as black as Midnight to them eie 
little before the Day dawns in their Souls; ſome fe il 2 
Inftances there have been of Perſons, who have had wk. 42 
ſich a Senſe of God's Wrath for Sin, that they ha» 6 Ie. 
been overborn, and made to cry out under an aſtoniſh The 8 
ing Senſe of their Guilt, wondering that God ſuffers ſuc ib 2 8 
guilty Wretches to live upon Earth, and that he dot. 8 4 
not immediately ſend them to Hell; and ſometime 5 5 
their Guilt does ſo glare them in the Face, that the rp ** 
are in exceeding Terrour for fear that God will in : ung 
ſtantly do it; but more commonly the Diſtreſſes unde 7 4 
legal Awakenings have not been to ſuch a Degree. It r: an 
ſome thele Terrours don't ſeem to be ſo ſharp, whe cIenc! 
near Comfort, as before; their Convictions have no fry '- 
ſeem'd to work ſo much that way, but they ſeem to bt *\ 1 
led furcher down into their own Hearts, to a furthe 7 * h 
Senſe of their own antverſalDepravity,& Deadneſs in Sin. ; 4 E 
The Corruption of the Heart has diſcover'd it ſel a efs 
in various Exerciſes, in the time of legal Convictions MW 43 
ſometimes it appears in a great Struggle, like ſomething orri 
rouſed by an Enemy, and Satan the old 'Inhabita bh 
ſeems to exert himſelf, like a Serpent diſturbed an, : ne 
cnrage pong 
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raged. Many in ſuch Circumſtances, have felt a great 
Sicie of Envy, towards the Godly, eſpecially towards 
thoſe that are thought to have been lately converted, 
d moſt of all towards Acquaintance and Compani 
len they are thought to be converted: Indeed, ſome 
have felt many Heart-riſings againſt God, and murmurin 
x his ways of Dealing with Mankind, and his Deal 
jos with themſelves in Particular. It has been 
uch inſiſted oh, both in publick and private, 
hat Perſons ſhould have the utmoſt dreard of ſuch en- 
dus Thoughts, which if allowed tend exceedingly to 
vench the Spirit of God, if not to provoke him finall 
p forfake them. And when ſuch a Spirit has muc 
revailed, and Perſons have not ſo earneſtly ſtrove a- 
inſt it as they ought to have done, it has ſeem'd to 
N exceedingly to the hindrance of the Good of their 
fouls : but in ſome other Inſtances, where Perſons have 
keen much terrified at the Sight of fuch Wickedneſs 
i their Hearts, God has brought Good to them out of 
il; and made it a Means of convincing them of their 
un deſperate Sinfulneſs, and bringing them off from 
Self. confidence. ; 
The drift of the Spirit of God in his legal ſtrivings 
th Perſons, has ſeem'd moſt evidently to be, to make 
xy for, and to bring to, a Conviction of theic ab- 
ate Dependance on his ſovereign Power and Grace, 
Wd univerſal Neceſſity of a Mediator, by leading them 
Whore and more to a Senſe of their exceeding Wicked- 
WG and Guiltineſs in his ſight ; the Pollution and In- 
Wilticiency of their own Righteouſneſs, that they 
n in fno wiſe help themſelves, and that God 
Would be wholly juſt and righteous in rejecting them, 
Wind all that they do, and in caſting them off for ever: 
Tho' there be a vaſt variety, as to the manner, and di- 
Windneſs of Perſons Convictions of theſe things. 
W As they are gradually more and more convinced of 
e Corruption and Wickedneſs of their Hearts, they 
em to themſelves to grow worle and worſe, harder 
Wind blinder, and more deſperately wicked, inſtead of 
rowing better ; they are ready to be diſcouraged by | 
I, 


” brought to reflect on the Sin of their paſt Lives, and 
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it, and oftentimes never think themſelves ſo far f om 
Good, as when they are neareſt. Under the ſenſe which 


renew 
the Spirit of God gives them of their Sinfulneſs, they " 5 


often think that they differ from all others; their Hearty 
are ready to ſink! with the thought, that they are the 
worſt of all, and that none ever obtained Mercy that 
were ſo wicked as, they. Nee 

When 1 begin, their Conſciences are 
com̃tnomly moſt exerciſed about their outward vicious 
Courſe; or other Acts of Sin; but [afterwards are much 
more burdened. with a ſenſe of Heart fins; the dreadful 
Cortuption of their Nature, their Eamity againſt God, 
the Pride of their Hearts, their Unbelief, their Re- 
jection of Chriſt, the Stubbornneſs and Obſitnacy o 
their Wills; and the like. In many, God makes much 
uleof their own Experience, in the courſe of their Awaken 
ings and Endeavours after ſaving Good, to convince them 
of their own vile Emptineſs and univerſal: Depravity, 
Very often under. firſt Awakenings, when they are 0 her 


Heart 
at all, 
ba ve 
ſeeking 
former 
them ir 
Affecti. 
alle t 


have ſomething of a terrifying ſenſe of God's Anger, 
they ſet themſelves to walk more ſtrictly, and confeſ 
their Sins, and perform many reiigious Dutys, with: 
ſecret Hope of appealing God's Anger and making up 
for the Sins they have committed: andoftentimes, at fit 
ſetting out, their Affections are moved, and they ate 


er ſuch 


fall of Tears, in their. Confeſſions and Prayers, whici RI 
they are ready to make very much of, as tho' the * ex 
were ſome Attonement, and had Power to move cor 1 4555 
reſpondent Affections in God too: and hence the nee 
are for a while big with ExpeCtation of u hat God vil 35 * 
do for them; and conccive that they grow better apace 1 for 
and ſhall ſoon be thoroughly converted. But theſe Af W Þ anc 
fections are but ſhorr-lived, they quickly find that the vil t te 
tail, and then they think themſelves to be grown worl tl 55 
again; they don't find ſuch a P:oſpe&t of being ſoonlif het F 
converted, as they thought: infiead' of being nearer, the ki -.y 


ſeem to be farther off; their Hearts they think are gro- 
harder, and by this means their fears of periſhing 


greatly increaſe. But tho' they are diſappointed, the 
rene 


es & 
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tene w their Attempts again and again ; and ſtill as their 
17 8 are Multiplied, fo are their Diſappointments; 
all. fails, they ſee no token of having inclin'd, God's 
Heart to them, they don't ſee that he hears their Prayers 
i all, as they expected he would; and ſometimes there 
ba ve been great [Temptations ariſing hence to leave off 
ſeeking, and to yield up the Caſe. But as they are 
fill. more ternfy'd. with Fears of periſhing; and their 
former Hopes of -epy ailing on God to be merciful} ro 
ther in a great meaſure fail; ſometimes their religious 
Affection have turn'd into Heart-riſings againſt God, be- 
tuſe that he won't ity chem, and. ſeems to have lit- 
le regard to their Diſtreſs; and piteous Cries, and to 
ill the Pains that they take; They think of the M 
that. God has ſhown to others, how ſoon, and how eaſily o- 
hers have obtained Comfort, and thoſe too that were 
zorſe than they, and have not labour'd ſo much as they 
lane done, and ſometimes they have had even dreadful 
llaſphemous Thoughts, in theſe Circumſtances. 
But. when they reflect on theſe wicked Workings ol 
Heart againſt God, it their Convictions are continued, 
nd. the Spirit of God is not provoked utterly to for- 
ke them, they have more diſtreſhog Apprehenſions of 
de Anger of God towards thoſe, whoſe Hearts work af- 


er ſuch a ſinful manner about bim; and it may be have 


geat Fears that they have committed the unpardonable 
in, or that God will ſurely never ſhew Mercy to them 
hat, are ſuch Vipers; and are often tempted to leave off 


bear of the infinite Mercy of God, and All- ſuffciency of 


I their own Strength to make themſelves better, and 


0 * what they ſhall do? They don't know but 
dete is ſomething elſe to be done, in order to their 
Maining converting Grace, as” they have neyer done per. 


n deſpatr. But then prehaps by ſomething they read or 


Naeh for the chief of Sinners ; they have ſome Encourage- 
Neem and Hope renewed ; but think that as yet they are 
ot fit to come to Chrift ; they are fo wicked that Chrift 
mil never accept of them: and then it may be they 
et themſelves upon a new Courfe of fruitleſs Endeavours 


ill meet with new Diſappointments: They are earneſt 
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to: ſtrive to bring themſelves off fro! a | 
be, think they have done it, when they only do the 
ſame thing under à new diſguiſe, and Mill find no ap- 
pearance of any Good, but all looks as fark as Mid. 
night to them. Thus they wander abbut from Mountain 
to Hill, ſeeking reſt, and finding nome s when they are 
beat out of one Refuge they fly to aneber, till they are ay 
it were debilitated, broken, and ſubdued with legal 
Humblings; in «hich God gives them a Conviction of 
their own utter Helpleſſneſs and Inſuſficieney, and dit. 
covers the true Remedy. n . 
When they begin to feek Salvation, they are com. 
monly profoundly ignorant of themſelves; they are nor 
ſenſible how blind they are, and how little they can 
do. towards bringing themſelves to ſee ' ſpiritual thing 
aright, and towards putting forth gracious Exerciſes in 
their own Souls : they are not ſenſible how fremote 
they are from Love to God, and other holy Difpoſitions, 
and how dead they are in Sin. When they ſee un- 
expected Pollution in their own Hearts, they go about 
to waſh away their own Defilemer's and make them- 
ſelves clean; and they weary themſelves in vain, till 
God ſhows them that ttis in vain, and that their help 
is not where they have ſought it, bur' elſewhere. 
But ſome Perſons continue wandering in ſuch a kind 
of Labyrinth, ten times as long as others, before their 
own Experienee will convince them of their Inſufficiency ; 
and ſo it appears not to be their own Experience only, 
but the convincing Influence of God's Spirit with their 
Experience, that attains the Effect: and God has of late 
abundantly ſhown, that he don't need to wait to have 
Men convinced by long and often repeated fruitleſs 


Trials; for in multitudes of Inſtances he has made a 
ſhorter work of it: he has ſo awakened and convinced 
Perſons Conſciences, and made them fo ſenſible of their 
excceding great Vileneſs, and given em ſuch a ſenſe - 
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die Wrath againſt Sin, as has quickly overcome all 
teir vain Self- confidence, and born them down into 
the Duſt before a holy and righteous God. Thar 
There have been ſome who have not had great Terrors, 
but have had a very quick Work., Some of thoſe that 
han't had ſo deep a Conviction of theſe things before their 
Converſion, have, it may be, much more of it alter- 
vards. God has appeared far from limiting himſelf to 
any certain Method in his Proceedings with Sinners 
under legal Convictions. In ſome Inſtances it ſeems caſy 
for our reaſoning Powers to diſcern the methods of 
divine Wiſdom, in his Dealings with the Soul under 
wakenings: in others his Foot Reps can't be traced, and 


his Ways are pat finding out: and ſome that are 1% 


Minctiy wrought upon, in what is preparatory to Grace, 
— 10 teſs eminent in gracidus experiences. after- 
vards. 29, 33233 15 Vs 

There is in nothing a greater, Difference, in different 
terfons, than with reſpect to the Time ot their being un- 
der Trouble; fome but à few Days, and others for 
Months or Years. There were many in this Town, 
at had been, before this Effifion of God's Spirit upon 
u, for Leafs, and ſome for many Years, concerned a- 
bout their Salvation; tho' probably they were not 
horoughly- awaken'd, yer they were concern'd to ſuck 
Degree as to be very aneaſy, ſo as to live an uncom- 
ortable diſquieted Life, and ſo as to continue iu a way 
> raking conſiderable Pains about their Salvation, but 
ad never obtained any comfortable Evidence of a good 
tate, who now in this extraordinary time have reccived 
light; but many of them were ſome of the laſt: They 


Deliverance in their "Mouths, who ſeem'd wholly 
releſs and at eaſe, and in. purſuit of Vatity, while 


hey had been bowed down with ſollicitude about their. 


\ Wouls; yea ſome had lived licenciouſly, and ſo continued till 


i lirtle before they were converted, and grew up to a2 


ay Rejoicing in the infinite Bleſſings God had beſtowed 
pon them. ' h | S 
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with Souls, in a Flock under ſuch Circumſtances as this 
was in the laſt Year, I can't bur think he will foon find 
himſelf under a NeceJity, greatly to inſiſt upon it with 
them, that God is under no manner of Obligation to ſhew 
Mercy to any natural Man, whoſe Heart is not tyrn' 
to God: and that a Man can challenge nothing, either 
in abſolute Fuſtice, or by free Promiſe, from any Thing 
he does before he has believed on Jeſus Chriff, or has 
true Repentance begun in him, I: appears to me, that 
if I had taught thoſe that came to me under Trouble, 
any other Doctrine, I ſhould have taken a moſt direct 
Courſe utterly to have undone them; I ſhould have di. 
rectly ctoſs'd what was plainly the Drift of the Spirit 
of God in his Influence upon them; far if they had be. 
Jieved what 1 faid, it would either have promoted Self. 
flattery and Carelefſneſs, and fo put an End to their A- 
wakenings; or cheriſhed and eſtabliſhed their Conten- 
tion and Strife with God, concerning his Dealings with 
them and others, and bleck'd up their Way to that Hu- 
| miliation before the Sovereign Difpoſer of Life and Death, 
whereby God is wont to prepare them for his Conſola: 
tions. And yet thoſe that have been under Awaken- 
ings, have oftentimes plainly ſtood in need of being en- 
couraged, by being told of the infinite and all: ſufficient 
Mercy of God in Corp 5 and that *tis God's Manner to 
ſucceed Diligence, and to bleſs his own Means, that ſo 
Awakenivgs and Encouragements, Fear and Hope may be 
duly mixed, and proportion'd to preſerve their Minds in 
a juſt Medium between the two Extreams of Self. Battery 
and Deſpondence, both which tend to Slackneſs, and Neg- 
ligence, and in the End to Security. I think I have 
found that no Diſcourſes have been mare remarkably 
blefſed, than thoſe in which the Doctrine of God's abſo- 
Jute Sovereignty with Regard to the Salvation of Sin- 
ners, and his} f Liberty, with Regard to his anſwering 
the Pra ers, or ſucceeding the Pains of ral Men, 
continuing ſuch, have been inſiſted on. I never found 
fo much immediate ſaving Fruit, in any Meaſure, af any 
Diſcourſes 1 have offered to my Congregation, as ſome 
from thoſe Words, Rom. 3. 19. That every Month my 
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15 fopped ; endes vouring to ſhew from thence, that it * 
odd be juſt with God for ever to reject and caſt off 
meer natural Men. Ex „ FOG Vu 
In thoſe in whom Awakenings ſeem to have à ſaving 
ſac, commonly the firft Thing chat appears after their 
legal Troubles, is a. Conviction of the Juſtice of God 
in their Condemnation, in a Senſe of their own exceed - 
ng Stnfulneſs, and the Vileneſs of all their Performan - 
ces : In giving Account of this, they expreſs'd them- 
ſelves very varioufly ; ſome, that God was Sovereign, 
md might receive others and reje& them; ſome, that 
they were convinced, that God might juſtly beſtow 
Mercy on every Perſon in the Town, and on every Per- 
ſon in the World, and damn themſelves to all Eternity; 
ome, that they ſee that God may juſtly have no Regard 
Þ all the Pains. they have taken, and all the Prayers 
hey have made; ſome, that they ſee that if they ſhould 
kek, and take the utmoſt Pains, all their Lives, God 
l caſt them into Hell at laſt, becauſe all their 
, Prayers, and Tears, cannot make an Atonement 
or. the leaſt Sin, nor merit any Bleſſing at the Hands 
God; ſome have declared themſelves to be in the 
fands of God, that he can, and may diſpoſe of them 
pt as he pleaſes; ſome, that God may glorify himſelf 
ntheir:Namnation, and they wonder that God has ſut- ' 
ered them to live ſo long, and has not caſt em into 
ell long ago. | 
Some are brought to this Conviction by a great Senſe 
of their Sinfulneſs, in general, that they are ſuch vile 
Wicked Creatures in Heart and Lite: Others have the 
Wins of their Lives in an extraordinary Manner ſet bo- 
Wore them, Mu'titudes of them coming juſt then freſh to 
beir Memories, and being ſet before them with their 
eravations; ſame have their Minds eſpecially fixed, 
n lome particular wicked Practice, they have indulg- 
Wl; fome are eſpecially convinced by a Sight of the 
torryprion and Wickedneſs of their Hearts; ſome, from 
JW View they have of the Horridneſs of ſome particular 
Verciſes of Corruption, which they have had in the Time 
Wt their Awakenings, whereby the Enmity of the Heart 
; & _ againſt - 


G2 . A Nargative of ale fufprizing 
-ppginſt God bas been manifeſted;;. ſome are convinced 
eſpecially by a ſenſe of the Sin of Unbelief, rhe Oppoſition 
of their Hearts to the Way of Salvation by brit, and 

«heir: Obſtinacy in rejecting him andchis Grace. 
„There is a great deal of difference as to Perſons 
Diftinctneſs here; ſome, that han't ſo, clear a Sight of 
God's Juſtice in their Condemnation, yet mention thing 
that plainly imply it. They find a {Diſpoſition to ac. 
knowledge God to be jiſt and righteousin his Threatnings 
and that they are deſerving of nothing: And many 
times, tho they had not ſo particular a Sight of it at the 
| Begiqning, they have very clear Diſcoveries of it ſoon af. 
terwards, with great, Humblings in the Duſt before God. 
Commonly Perſons Minds immediately before this Di. 
covery of God's Juitice are exceeding teſtleſs, and in x 
kind of Struggle and Tumult, and ſometimes in meer An- 
guiſh ; but generally, as ſoon as they have this Convidti- 
on, it immediately brings their Mindsito a Calm, and: 
before unexpected Quietneſs and Compoſure; and molt 
trequently, tho”. not always, n the preſſing weigh: 
upon their Spirits is taken away ſand a general Hope a. 
riſe that ſome: time or other, God will be gracious, 
even before anv diſfinct and particular Diſcoveries 0 
Mercy; and. often they then -come to a. Concluſion 
within: themſelves, that they will, lie at God's Feet, and 
watt his Time, and they reſt in that, not being ſenſible 
that the Spirit of God has now brought them to:? 
Frame whereby they are prepared for Mercy: for 'tis 
remarkable that Perſons, when, they firſt have this ſenſe 
of the Juſtice of God, rarely. in the time of it, . think 
any thing of its being that Humiliation that they have often 
heard infiſſed on, and that others experiencſſeQ. 
In many Perſons, the firſt Conviction of the Juſtice 
of God in their Condemnation, , which, they tale parti- 
cular notice of, and probably the fuſt diſtinct Convicti- 
on of it that they have, is of ſuch a Nature, as ſeems 
to be above any thing meerly legal: Tho' it be after 
legal Humblings, and much of the ſenſe of their own 
Helplefſneſs and of the Inſufficiency of their own Dus 
ties; yet it does not appear to be forced by meer legal 
. errors 
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9 8775 Convictions ; but rather from an highy Ex4 
rcile of Grace, in laving Repentance, and evangeligal 
umiliation; for there is in it a, fart of Complacens 

f Sou], in the Attribute. of God's" Juſſice, - as displ 

his Threatnings of eternal Damnation to Sinnegs. 

ametimes at the Diſcovery of it, they can ſcarcely for- 
ear cry ing out, T'Is JUST! TI8 JUST !. Some. 
tels themſelves, that they ſee the Glory of God 
ould ſhine bright in theic own, OCendemnation ; and 
ty are ready to think tha: it they are damned, they 
ad take part with God againſt themſelves, and would 
brify. his Juſtice therein. And when it is thus, they 
mmonly;-have ſome evident ſenſe, of free aud all- ſuffi- 
knr” Grace, tho they give no diſtinct Account of it, 
it tis manifeſf, by chat great degree of Hope and 

Icouragement.. that they then conceive, tho" they were 

ger, ſo ſenſihle of their own Vileneſs and Illdeſervings 

they are at that time. 10 3 _— ———— 

Some, when in ſuch Circumſtances, have felt that 

ile of the Excellency of God's, Juſtice, appearing in 

'vindiftive Exerciſes of it, againſt ſuch Einfulnel aa 

is was, and haye had ſuch a, Submiſſion of Mandan 

bir Idea of this. Attribute, and of thoſe Exerciſes of ic, 
gether with an exceeding loathing of their, oon 

Morthineſß, 10 a kind of Indignation  againft them- 

hes, that they have ſometimes almoſt .call'd, it a 

ilingzeſs to be damned ; tho* it myſt be owned, they 

id not clear and diſtinct Ideas of Damnation, nor 

ts any Word ib the Bible require ſuch Self denial 

this. Bur the truth is, as ſome, have more clearly 
reſt ir, that -Salya:ion has appeared too good for them, 

t they were a of nothing but Condemnation, and 
ty Could not tel how to think of Salvation's being be- 
bed upon them, fearing it was inconſiſtent with the Glory 
bad's Majeſty, that they bad ſo much contemucg. and 

SWW'nted. W | | 2 Meile 

bat Calm of Spirit that ſome Perſons have found 

cheir legal Diſtreſſes, continues ſome time before 
ſpecial and delightful Manifeſtation is made to the. 

ll of che Grace of God, as reycalcd in the Goſps! ; 


$ * — — era 


+ 


= 


52 4 Nattative of Hare ſurprizing 


* 


fa 


* 


ſeem to go as it were together. 


Theſe gracions' Diſtoveries that ate given, whence the 
firſt fpecial Comforts are derived, are in many reſpei 


Y 


very various; more frequently Chyift is” diftinly mad: 
the Object of the Mind, in his All-ſufficiency and 


Willingneſs to ſaveSinners : But ſome Have their Thought 


more clpecially fixed on God, in ſome of his ſue 
and glorious Attributes manifeſted in the Goſpel, an 
ſhining forth in the Face of Chriff : Some view the 
All-ſufficiency of the Mercy and Grace of God; ſons 
chiefly. the infinite Power of God, and' his Ability to 


ſave them, and to dp all things for. them; and ſo 
look moſt at the Truth and Faithfulneſs of God: 
ſore, the Truth and Certainty of the Golpel in gener; 


is the firſt joyful Difcovery they have; in others, the 


certain Truth of ſome particular Promiſes ; in ſome 
the Grace and Sinceriry of God in his Invitations, ver 
commonly 'in ſome particular Invitation in the Mind 
and it now appears real to them that God does indeed 
invite them. Some are ſtruck with the Glory and Won 
derfalneſs of the dying Love of Cbriſt; and ſome wit 
the Sufficiency and Preciouſneſs of his Blood, as offeret 


to make an Atonement for Sin; and others with the 


Value and Glory of his Obedience and Righteouſncl 
In ſome the Excellency and Lovelineſs of Chrift, chief 


engages their Thoughts ; in ſome his Divinity, hl . 
1 


Excellency of the way of Salvation by Chrift, and the 


is indeed tbe Son of the living God; and in othe 


Suirablenefs of it to their Ne ceſſities. 


r 


Some have an Apprehenſion of theſe things fo given 
that it ſeems more natural to them to - exprefs it b 
Sight or Diſcovery ; others think what they experience 
detter expreſſed by the Real xing Cnviction, or a + 

* ee „ 25 et ne 


der very often” ſottic comfottable and ſect View 
a mertiful God, of a ſufficient Redeemer, or of ſons 
ent aud joyful things of the Goſpel, immediatel 
lows, or in a very little time: And in ſome, th; 
Rr Sight of their Juſt Deſert of Hell, and God 
Sovereignty with reſpect to their Salvation, and a Di 
covety of all-ſfufficicur Grate, are fo near, that the 
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fling Senſe of Heart; meaning, as 1 ſuppoſe, no other 
_ but what is mearly circumftaniial or gra- 
dual. 


Conſolation ; ſometimes a Multitude of Texts, gracious 
avitations and Promiſes flowing in one after ancther, 
fling the Soul more and more, wich Comfort and 
SatisfaEtion : and Comfort is firſt given to ſome, while 
fading ſome Poriton of Scripture ; but in ſome it is 
ended wich no particular Scripture at all, cicher in Read- 
ing or Meditation. In ſome, many divine things ſeem to 
de diſcover'd to the Soul as it were at once; others have 
their Minds eſpecially fixing on ſome one thing at firſt 
ind afterwards a ſenſe is given of others ; in ſome with 
W: lifter, and others a ſlo der Succeſſion, and tometitnes 
with Interrup:tons cf much Darkneſs. 

The way that Grace ſeems ſometimes firſt to appear 
ifrer legal Humiliation, is in earneſt Longings of Soul 
ifrer God and Chriſt, to know God, to love him, to be 
humbled before him, to have Communion with Ghr'f 
n his Benefits, which Longings, as they expreſs them, 
rem evidently to be of ſach a nature as can ariſe from 
nothing but a ſenſe of the ſuperlative Excellency of 
li, ine things, with a ſpiritual Tafte and Reliſh of em, 
ad an Eſteem of em as their higheſt Happineſs and 
belt Portion. Such Longings as I ſpea!: of, ate commonly 
attended with firm Reſolutions ro purſue this Good for 
ever, together with a hoping, waiting Diſpoſition. When 
Ferfons have begun in fuch Frames, commonly other 
Experiences and Dilcoveries have ſoon follo«ed, which 
have yet more clearly. manifeſted a change cf Heart. 

It muſt needs be confeſt that Chriſt is not always diſ- 
nity and explicitly thought of iv the firſt ſenſible Act 
of Grace, (tho* moſt commonly he is; ) bur fomentmes 
de is the Object of the Mind only irflicitly. Thus 
omerimes when Perſons have ſeem'd evidently to be 
fipr/ of all their own Righteouſneſs, and to have ſtood 
condemned as guilty of Death, they have been com- 
fred n ih a jo, ful — ſatisfying View, that the 9 

be an 


There is, often, in the Mind, ſome particular Text of 
Scripture, holding forth ſome evangelical ground of 
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and Grace of, God is ſufficient for them ; that their Sin, 
tho* never ſo great, ſhall be no Hindrance to thei 
being accepted; that there is Mercy enough in God 
for the whole World, and the like, when they pi: 


God ſh 
they Ct 
own tt 


: N They 
no Account of any particular or, diſtinct Thought H God t+ 
Cbriſt; but yet when the Account they give is duly weigh be h 
ed, and they are a little interrogated about it, it a Way : 
pears that the Revelation of the Mercy of God in ie nor 
Goſpel, is the Ground of this their Encouragement ani Minds 
Hope; and that it is indeed the Mercy of God thro... tha 
Chriſt, that is diſcovered to them, and that *t1s depended Los ch 
on in him, and not in any wiſe moved by any thing Notion 
in them. dient 2 
"bs ſometimes diſconſolate Souls amongſt us, have beſl;g this 
revived and brought to reſt in God, by a ſweet ſenf They | 
iven of his Grace and Fajthtulneſs, in ſome ſpecial in the 
132 or Promiſe, in which is no particular mer cludes 
tion of Chriſt, nor is it accompanied with any diftinQ mem 
Thought of him, in their Minds; but yer it is no Mercy 
received as out of Chriſt, but as one of the Invitation expect 
or Promiſes made of God to poor Sinners thrcugh hi perhap 
Son Feſus, as it is indeed: and ſuch Perſons have a Anc 
terwards had clear and diſtinct Diſcoveries of Chrif that. be 
accompanied with lively and ſpecial Actings of Fall as 
and Love towards him. and u 
It has more frequently been fo amongſt us, that u he is n 
Perſons have firſt had the Goſpel-Ground of Relief toll che Ex 
loſt Sinners diſcovered to them, and have been entertam and tt 
ing their Minds with the ſweer Proſpect, they hai if Chr 
chought nothing at that time of their being converted Reſign 
To lee that there is ſuch an All-ſufficiency in God convey 
and ſuch plentiful Proviſion made in Chriſt, after the hich 
have been borne down, and ſunk with a ſenſe of tha no me 
Gui;r and Fears of Wrath, cxceedingly refreſhes them 1 
the View is joyful to them, as tis in its own natur Thi 
| glorious, and gives them quite new, and more delight . Ore 
[deas of God and Chriſt, and greatly encourages the perlen 
to ſeek Converſion, and begets in them a ſtrong Re form'c 
ſolution to give up themſelves, and devote\their who vere; 

Ii, es to God and his Sen, and patientiy to wait u theme 


Gy 
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God ſhall ſee fit to make allceffectual; and very olten 
they entertain a ſtrong Perſuaſion, that he will in his 
own time do it for them. Heli 

There is wrought in them a holy Repoſe of Soul in 
God through Chrift, and a ſecret Diſpoſition to fear and 
love him, and to hope for Bleflings from him in this 
Way : and yet they have no Imagination that they 
ate now Converted, it don't ſo much as come into their 
Minds: and very often the Reaſon is, that they don't 
ſee that they do accept of this ſufficiency of Salvation, 
that they behold in Chrift, having entertain'd a wrong 
Notion of Acceptance; not, being ſenſible that the obe- 
dient and joy ful Entertainment which their Hearts give 
to this Diſcovery of Grace, is a real Acceptance ot it: 
They know not that the ſweet Complacence they feel 
in the Mercy and complete Salvation of God, as it in- 
cludes Pardon and Sanctification, and is held forth to 
chem only through Chriſt, is a true receiving of this 
Mercy, or a plain Evidence of their receiving ii. They 
expected I know not what Kind of Act of Soul, and 
perhaps they had no diſtinct Idea of it themſelves. 

And indeed it appears very plainly in ſome of them, 
that before their own Converſion they had very imperfe# 
ſieas What Converſion was: It is all new and ſtrange, 
and what there was no clear Conception of before, 
Tis moſt evident as they themſelves acknowledge, that 
the Expreſſions that were uſed to deſcribe Converſion, 
and the Graces of God's Spi it, ſuch as @ ſpiritual Sight 
ef Chriſt, Faith in Chrift, Poverty of Spirit, Truſt in God, 
Reſignedneſs to God, &c. were Expreſſions that did not 
convey thoſe ſpecial and diſtinct Ideas to their Minds, 
which they were intended to ſignify, in ſome reſpects 
no more than the Names of Colours are to convey the 
[deas to one that is blind from his Birth. © 

This Town is a Place where there has always been 
2 great deal of Talk of Converſion, and ſpiritual Ex- 
pertences ; and therefore People in general had before 
form'd a; Notion in their own Minds” what theſe things 
were; but when they come to be the Subject; of them 
themſelves, they find 2 78 much confounded in 


2 their 
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Co, 
their Notions, and overthrown in many of their former Mad bee 
Conceits. And it has been very obſervable, that Per. Whor hav 
ſons of the greateſt Underſtanding, and that had ſtudied MW Many 
moſt about things of this nature, have been more con-. Wherciſc 
founded than others. Some ſuch Perſons that have lately Who be co 
been converted, declare that all their former Wiſdom od no! 
is brought to nought, and that they appear to bare ere th 
been meer Babes, who knew nothing Ir has appear'd Wire und. 
that none have ſtood more in need of Enlightning and {hay for 
Inſtructian, even of their Fellow Chriſtians, concerning Wircumf 
their own Cirgumſtances and Difficulties, than they: and Ws had 
it has ſeem'd to have been with delight, that they have Nich th 
ſeen themielves thus brought down and become nothing, Winye in 
that free Grace, and divine Power may be exalted in Whrain ! 
them. | bw reking 
It was very wonder ful to ſee after what manner Perſons ot; bu 
Affection: were ſometimes moved and wronght upon, Wifhcier 
when God did; as it were, ſuddenly open their EycsWhegins t 
and let into their Minds, a ſenſe of the Greatneſs oe Spir 
his Grace, and Fulneſs of Cbriſt, and his readineſs io er; f. 
ſave, who before were broken with Apprehenſions of MWliſery 
divine Wrath, and ſunk into an Abyſs under a ſenſe e mat 
of Guilt, which they were ready to think was beyond We pre 
the Mercy of God; their joyful Surprize has cauſed theirreadful 
Hearts as it were to. leap, ſo that they have been ready to 
to break forth into Laughter, Tears often at the ſame ed u 
time iſſuing like a Flood, and intermingling a loud raft A 
Weeping : and ſometimes they han't been able to for-MWempra 
bear crying out with a loud Voice, expreſſing their preatiſffich 2 
Admiration, In ſome even the View of the Glory oed the 
God's Sovereignty in the Exerciſes of his Grace hai the 
ſurprized the Soul with ſuch Sweetneſs, at to produceſhelp thi 
the ſame Effects, I remember an Inftance of one, who. I ha: 
reading ſomething concerning God's ſovereign way oat I 
ſaving Sinners, as being ſelf- moved, and having no te Nied 
ard ro Men's own Righteouſneſs as the Motive oem; 
his Grace, but as magnifying | himſelf and abafing an broad, 
or to that parpoſe, felt ſuch a ſudden Rapture of Joy preju, 


and Delight in the Conſideration of it: and yet thenfit it b. 
fuſpected himſelf to de in a Chriſtleſs Condition, * „ has 
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had been long in great Diftreſs for fear that God would 


wt have mercy on him. | 

Many continue a long time in a Courſe. of gractous | 
Exerciſes and Experiences, and don't think themſelves 

de converted, but conclude themſelves to be otherwiſe ; * 
nd none knows how long they would continue fo, | 
ere they not helped by particular Inſtruction. There 

te undoubted Inftances of ſome that have lived in this 

ray for many Years together; and a continuing in theſe 

rcumſtances of being converted and nor beſieving it, 

as had various conſequences, with various Perſons, and 

ith the fame Perſons, at various Times; ſome con- 

ne in great Encouragement and Hope, that they ſhall 
brain Mercy, in a ſtedfaſt Reſolution to perſevere in 
king it, and in an humble waiting for it at God's 
n; but very often when the lively Senſe of the 

uffciency of Chrif, and the Riches of divine Grace 
eins to vaniſh, upon a withdraw of the Influences of 
ke Spirit of God, they return to greater Diſtreſi than 

er; for they have now a far greater Senſe of the 
iſery of a natural Condition than before, being in a 
ky manner ſenſible of the reality of eternal Things, and 

ie greatneſs of God, and his Excellency, and how 
readful it is to be ſeparated from him, and to be ſub- 
Q' to his Wrath; ſo that they are ſometimes ſwal- 
wed up with Darkneſs and Amazement. Satan has 
alt Advantage in ſuch Caſes to ply them with various 
[emptations, which he is not wont to neglect . In 
ich a caſe Perſons do very much need à Guide to 
ad them to an Underftanding of what we arc taught 
the Word of God of the Farce of Grace, and to 
tlp them to apply it to themſelves. | A 
have been much blamed and cenſured by many, 
at I ſhould make ir my Practice, when I have been 
hed concerning Perſons good Eltate, to ſignify it to 
em; Which Thing has been greatly miſrepreſented 
broad, as innumerable other Things concerning us, 
d prejudice the Country againſt the whole Affair. But 
tit be noted, that what I have underraken to judge 
has rather beca Qualifications, and declared Ex- 
periences, 
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periences, gban Perſons: Not hut that I have though: 
it my Duty as a Paſtor to aſſiſt and inſtruct Perſons 
in applying Scripture-Rules and Characters to their own 
Caſe, ( ie EF which I Foe many greatly need 
a Guide ; ) and have, where'I thought the Caſe plain, 
uſed Freedom in ſignif ing my Hope of them, to others, 
but have been far from doing this concerning all tha 
I have had ſome hopes of; and I believe. have uſed 
much more Caution than many have ſuppoſed. Vet! 
ſhould account it a great Calamity to be deprived of 
the Comtort of Rejoicing with thoſe of my Flock, 
that have been in great Diſtreſs, whoſeCircumſtancesI haye 
been acquainted with, when there ſeems. to..be good 
Evidence that thoſe that were dead are alive, and thoſe 
that were loſt are found. I am ſenſible the Practice 
would have becn ſafer in the hands of one, of a tiper 
Judgment and gremer Experience; bur yet there h: 
ſeemed to be an abſolute Neceſſity of it on the fore 
mentioned Accounts; and it has been found to be that 
which God has moſt remarkably owned. and bleſſed 
amongſt us, both to the Perſons themſelves and o 
thers. 5 3 1 
Grace in many Perſons, through this Ignorance o 
their State, and their looking on themſelves; ſtill as th 
Object; of God's Diſpleaſute, has been like the Tre: 
in Winter, or like Seed in the Spring ſuppreſſed unde 
a hard Clod of Earth; and many in ſuch, Caſes har: 
laboured to their utmoſt to divert their Minds from tb 
pleaſing and joyful Views they have had, and to ſupprel 
thoſe Conſdlations, and gracious AﬀecCtions, that aro! 
thereupon, And when Þ& 8 come into their Mind 
to enquire” whether or no this was. not true Grace, the; 
have been much afraid left they ſhould be deceiv'd wit 
common Illuminations and. Flaches of Affection, ant 
eternally undone with a falſe Hope. But when they ha- 
been better inſtructed, and ſo brought to allow of Hope 
this has awaken'd the gracious Diſpoſition of their Hear! 
into Life and Vigor, as the warm Beams of the 5! 
in the Spring, have quickened the Seeds and Pre 
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and cheriſhed, with Hope, has ſoon flowed out ro their 
abundant Satisfaction and Increaſde. 

There is no one thing that I know of that God has 
made ſuch a means of promoting his Work amongſt 
us, as the News of others-Conyerſion ; in the au aken- 
ing Sinners, and engaging them earneſtly to ſeek the 
ſame Bleſſing, and in the quickening of Saints. Tho” 
have thought that a Miniſter's declaring his Judg- 
ment about particular Perſons Experiences might from 
theſe Things be juſtified, yer I am often ſignifying to 
my People how unable Man is to know another's Heart, 
and how unſafe it is depending meerly on the Judgment 
of Miniſters, or others, and have abundantiy inſiſted 
on it with them that a manifeſtation of Sincerity in 
Fruits brought forth, is better than any manifeſtation 
they can make of it in Vords alone, can be; and that 
without this, all Pretences to ſpiritual Experiences are 
ain; as all my Conpregation can witneſs. And the 
People in general, in this late extraordinary Time, have 
manifeſted an extraordinary Dread of being deceiv'd, 
being exceeding fearful leſt they ſhould build wrong, 
ind tome of them backward to receive Hope, even to 
great Extreme, 

Converſion is a great and glorious Work of God's 
Power, at once Changing the Heart, and infuſing Life 
into the dead Soul; tho* that Grace that is then im- 
planted does more gradually diſplay it felt in ſome 
than in others. But as to fixing on the preciſe Time 
ben they put forth the very firſt Act of Grace, there 
MW 2] great deal of diftzrence in different Perſons ; in 
eme it ſeems to be very diſcernable when the very 


a 


e lime of this was; but others are more at a loſs. In 


this reſpe# there are very many that don't know the 
nM ime, (as has been already obſerved) that when they 
have the firſt Exerciſes of Grace, don't know that it is 
he Grace of Converſion, and ſometimes don't thiok 
to be fo till a long time after: And many, even when 
sey come to entertain great Hope that they are con- 
ofÞcrted, if they remember what they experienced in 
Wc firſt Exercites of Grace, they are at a Jols yhether it 
a was 
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was any more than a common Illumination; or whethe; 
ſome other, more clear and remarkable Experience, the 
they had afterwards, was not the fiift that was of W1"gi"g 
ſaving nature. And the manner of God's Work o poſe 
the Soul is (ſometimes eſpecially) very my ſter ious, an thout 
*tis with the Kingdom of God as to irs Maniteſtatioſ ere ſee 
in the Heart of a Convert, as is ſaid, Markiv. 26, 27 Infl1enc; 
28. So is the Kingdom of Ged, as if a Man ſhould cu ſages 
Seed into the Ground, ard ſbould flerp, and riſe, Niegtt my Wh I 
Day, and tle Seed fbould ſpring, and grow up be knownW1prure 
net Heep; for the Earth bringeth forth of ber ſelf fr hem in 
the Blade, then the Ear, then the full Corn in the Ear. ib che 

In ſeme, converting Light is like a glorious BrigkrW be fo 
neſs ſuddenly ſhining in hen a Perſon, and all an} © boſe 
him: They are in a remarkable manner brought e gtea 
Darkneſs into marvellous Light. In many hers it henteſt! 
been like the dawning of the Day, when at fiſt bi lt ſad 
a little Light appears, and it may be is preſently hi Conve 
with a Cloud; and then it appears gain, and ſhing ons. 
a little brighter, and gradually increaſes, with intetvcninr emit 
Darkneſs, till at length, perhaps, it breaks torth mo iht gr 
clearly from behind the Clouds. And many are, doubt elr mie 
leſs, ready to date their Converſion wrong, thronin it wer: 
by thole leſſer Degrees cf Light that appeared at fit [the S 


dawning, and calling ſome more temat kable Expertenct our, 
they bad aficrwards, their Converfiors ; which often ii be tut 
great meaſure ariſes from a wrong Under ſtanding dWovorth! 


raps, 
Itle wh 
rerfull 
lerrors 


what they have always been taught, that Converſio 
is a great Change, wherein old Things are done a 
and all Things become new, or at leaſt from a falſe arg 
ing from that Dectrine. 


Perions commonly at firſt Converſion, and afterwardW-ght, ar 
have had many Texts of Scripture brought to the were ft 
Minds, that are exceeding ſuitable to their Ci cumſtance | Tumu 
v hich often ccme with great Power, and as the Woite ot 
of Gd or Clrift indeed; and many have a multiid The cc 
ef ſweer Invitations, Promiſes, and Doxologi:s flown only br 
in one after another, bringing great Light and ComtogÞ! Cert: 
with them, filling the Soul brim f II, enlarging ti we 
Heart, and opening the Mouth in Religion. And en, 


lee 
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tems to me neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that there is an im- 
hediate Influence of the Spirit of God, oftentimes in 
ringing Texts of Scripture to the Mind: Not that I 
uppole *tis done in a way of immediate Revelation, 
achout any manner of uſe of the Memory; but yer 
here ſeemis plainly to be an immediate and extraordinary 
fl1ence, in leading their Thoughts fo ſich and ſuch 
ifſages of Scripture, and exciting them iz the Me- 
y. Indeed in ſome God ſeems to bring Texts of 
npture to their Minds no otherwiſe than by leading 
hem into ſuch Frames and Meditations, as harmonize 
th thoſe Scriptures; but in many Perſons there ſeems 
be ſomething more than this. IR 
Thoſe that, while under legal Convictions, have had 

he greateſt 'Tertors, have not always obtain'd the 
eateſt Light and Comfort; nor have they always Light 
oſt ſuddetily communicared; but yet. I think, the time 

WW Converſion has generally been moſt ſenſible in ſuch 
ons. Oktentimes, the firſt ſenſible Change after the 
rremity of Terrors, is a Calmneſs, and then the 
icht gradually comes in; ſmall Glimpſes at firſt, after 
ietr midnight Darkneſs, and a word or two of Comfort, 

it were loftly ſpoken ro em; they have a little Taſte 
the Sweetneſs of divine Grace, and the Love of a 
viour, when Terror and Diſtreſs of Conſcience begins 
be turned into an humble, meek Senſe of their own 
aworthincls before God; and there is felt inwardly, 
haps, ſome Diſpoſition ro praiſe God; and after a 
Ine while the Light comes in more clearly and 
rerfuily. But yer, I think more frequently, great 
[errors have been followed with more ſudden and great 
ght, and Comfort; when the Sinner ſeems to be as 

W were ſubdued and brought to a Calm, from a kind 
Tumult of Mind, then God lets in an extraordinary 

knſe ot his great Mercy thro' a Redeemer. 

The converting Influences of God's Spirit very com- 
mly bring an extraordinary Conviction of the Reality 

d Certainty of the great Things of Religion; (tho 

WW fome this is mich greater, ſome time after Con- 
bon, chin at (ft: ) they have that fight and taſte of 
| 8 | he 
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Aung of the Goſpel, that is more to convince them Thing 
than reading many Volumes of Arguments without it. 1 they ! 
ſeems to me that in many Inſtances amongſt us, wheat cor 
the divine Excellency and Glory of the Things off Ia, : 
Chriſtianity have been ſer before Perſons, and theW Thing 
have at the ſame time as it were ſeen, and taſkc\ tho' tt 
and felt the Divinity of them, they have been as i jet no! 
from doubring of the Truth of them, as they 2 i! po 
from doubting whether there be a Sun, when their Exif particu 
are open upon it in the midſt of a clear Hemiſphere, au Thing: 
the ſtrong Blaze of his Light overcomes all Object I ſt 
againſt his Being. And yet many of them, if we ſhoul Truth 
ask them why they believed thoſe Things to te tuin ſom: 


would not be able well to expreſs, or communicate Mſnfibly 


ſufficient Reaſon, to ſatisfy the Enquirer, and perhaꝗ u cou] 
would make no other Anſwer but that they ſee ei com r. 
to be true: But a Perſon. might ſoon be ſatisfied, by a pa und oft 
ticular, Converſation with em, that what they mea ed int 
by ſuch an Anſwer is, that they have intuitively beheld The . 
and immediately felt, moſt illuſtrious Works, anWMhundre 
powerful Evidence of Divinity in them. lonvitti 

Some are thus convinced of the Truth of the Goſp ew ar 
in general, and that the Scriptures are the Word brd it 
God: Others have their Minds more eſpecially fixethey /: 
on ſome particular great Doctrine of the Goſpel, ſom lain te 
particular Truths that they are meditating on; or ate i ¶ em be 
a ſpecial manner convinced of the Divinity of the Thing They 
they are reading of, in ſome portion of Scripture. Som nd Th 
have ſuch Convictions in a much more remarkable ma ey ar 
ner than others: And there are ſome that never h eher; 
ſuch a ſpecial Senſe of the Certainty of divine ThingMithey m. 
impreſſed upon them with ſuch inward Evidence anWilappoi, 
Strength, have yet very clear Exerciſes of Grace; i. em to 


of Love to God, Repentance and Holineſs, And . Many 
they be more particularly examined, they appear plainiioube « 
ro have an inward firm Perſuaſion of the Reality ie mad 
divine Things, ſuch as they don't uſe to have betohare rec 
their Converſion. And thoſe that have the moſt clear Di ion abo 
coveties of divine Truth, in the manner that has bee 


ſpoke 
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ſpoken of, can't have this always in view. When the 
Senſe and Reliſh of the divine Excellency of theſe 
Things Fades, on a withdraw of the Spirit of God, 
they han't the medium of the Conviction of their Truth 
at command: In a dull Frame they can't recall the 
Ila, and inward Senſe they had, prefectly to mind; 
Things appear very dim to what they did before : And 
tho* there ſtill remains an habitual ſtrong Perſuaſion ;; 
jet not ſo as to exclude Temptations to Unbelief, and 
all poſſibility of Doubting, as before: But then at 
particular Times, by God's Help, the ſame Senſe of 
Things revives again, like Fire that lay hid in Aſhes. 

I ſuppoſe the grounds of ſuch a Conviction of the 
Truth of divine Things to be juſt and rational, but yet 
in ſome God makes uſe of their own Reafon much more 
ſenſibly than in others. Oftentimes Perſons have ( ſo fat 
„ could be judged) receiy'd the firſt ſaving Conviction 
from reaſoning, which they have heard from the Pulpit ; 
ind often in the courſe of Reaſoning, which they are 
ed into in their own Meditations I 
= The Arguments are the ſame that they have heard 
Wy hundreds of times; but the Force of the Arguments, and their 
WW Cnviftion by *em, is altogether new; they come with a 


ard it was fo, and they allow'd it to be ſo; but now 
bey ſee it to be fo indeed. Things now look r 
ain to 'em, and they wonder that they did not ſe 
em before. 

They are ſo greatly taken with their new Diſcovery, 
aud Things appear fo plain, and ſo rational to em, that 
ey are often ar firſt ready to think they can convince 
bers; and are apt to engage in talk with every one 
bey meet with, almoſt to this End; and when they are 
liappointed, are ready to wonder that their Reaſonings 
em ro make no more Impreſſion. 

Many fall under ſuch a Miſtake as to be ready to 
doubt of their good Eſtate, becauſe there was ſo much 
ſe made of their own Reaſon in the Convictions they 
ave receiv'd ; they are afraid that they have no[llumina- 
lon above the natural Force of theit own Faculties: 

. G 2 | 7 And 


Je and before unexperienced Power: Before they 
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And mary make that anObjection againſt theSpiritualiry of 
their Convictions, that dis ſo caſy ro ſee Things as they 
now ſee them. They have often heard that C 

ts a work of mighty Power, manifeſting to the Sgul 
what no Man nor Angel can give ſuch a conviction 


onver ſion 


of; but it ſeems to them that the Things that they 
ſee are ſo plain, and eaſy, and rational, that any body 


can ſee them: 


And if they are enquired of, why they 
never ſaw fo before; they ſay, it ſcems to them it was 


becauſe they never thouglit of it. But very often theſe 
Difſficulũies are ſoon removed by thote of another nature; 
for when God withdraws, they find themſelves as it 
were blind again, they for the preſent loſe their realizing 
Senſe of thoſe Things that looked fo plain ro 'em, and 
by all that they can do they can't recover it, ti'] God 


r=news the Influences of his Spirit. 

Perſons after their Converſion often ſpeak of Things 
of Religion as ſeeming mew to them; that Preaching 
is a ned thing; that it ſeems to them they never heard 
Presching before; that the Bible is a new Book : They 
find there mew Chapters, new Pſalms, new Hiſtories 
becauſe they ſee them in a new Light. 
markable Inſtance of an aged Woman that had ſpent 
moſt of her Days under Mr. Stoddard's powerful Mi- 
niſtry; who reading in the New Teſtament, concerning 
Coriſt's Sufferings for Sinners, ſeem'd to be ſurprized and 
aſtoniſhed at what ſhe read, as at a Thing that vat 
real and very wonderful, but quite yew to her, info 
much that at firſt, before ſhe had time to turn het 
Thoughts, ſhe wonder'd within her ſelf that ſhe bac 
never heard of it before; 
collected her 
often heard of it, and read it, bur never till now fax 


but then immediately re 


Here was a te 


that ſhe had 


it as a thing teal; and then caſt in her Mind, ho 
wonderful this was, that the Son of God ſhould un 
dergo ſuch things for Sinners, and how ſhe had ſpen 
her Time in ungratefully ſinning againſt ſo good 


God, and ſuch a Saviour ; tho” 


he was a Perſon, 4 


to what was rviſible, of a very blameleſs and inoffen 
i Life, And ſhe yas {9 oy ercome by thoſe Conſide 


rations, 


ra io 
Tho 
the 1 

M 


out 1 
ng \ 
ry,. a 
and 
going 
yeral 
this; 
ther 


5 fo 
eſire 


a8 to 
een 1 
Chriſt, 
3s tO 
great: 
Goriſft, 
under 
them 
their 
ſation 
been F 
like et 
ble to 
the w 
own L 
fectly | 
ceeding 
abaſe | 
n prof 
mongſt 
extraor 
wiſe ap 
lufficier 
and are 
dence, 


ſem 1 


rations, that her Nature was ready to fail under them: 
Thoſe that were about her, and knew not what was 
the matter, were ſurp:1zcd, and thought ſhe was a dying. 

Many have ſpoken much of their Hearts being drawn 


out in Love to God and Chrift; and their Minds be- 


ing wrapt up in delightful Contempla:ion of the Glo— 
ty, and wonderful Grace of God, and the Excellency, 
and dying Love of Feſus Chriſt; and of their Souls 
going for ih in longing Defircs after God and Chriſt, Se- 
yeral of our young Children have expreſſed much of 
this; and have maniteſted a Willingneſs to leave Fa— 
ther and Mother and all Things in the World, to 
o to be with Cbriſt. Some Perſons have had longing 
eſires after Chriſt, which have riſen to that degree, 
as to take away their natural Strength. Some have 
een ſo overcome with a Senſe of the dying Love of 
Chrift, to ſuch poor, wretched, and unworthy Creatures, 
33 to weaken the Body. Several Perſons have had fo 
great a Senſe of the Glory ot God, and Excellency of 
Criſt, that Nature and Lite has ſeemed almoſt to fink 
under it; and in all probability, if God had ſhewed 
them a little more of himſelf, it would have diſſolved 
their Frame, I have ſcen ſome, and been in Conver- 
ſation with them in ſuch Frames, who have certainly 
b:en perfe&!y ſober, and very remote from any thing 
like ent huſiaſtick Wil dneſs: And have talk'd, when a- 
ble to ſreik, of the Glory of God's Pertections, and 
the wonderfulneſs of his Grace in Chriſt, and their 
own Unworthineſs, in ſuch a man ner that can't be per- 
fectly expreſſed after them. Their Senſe of their ex- 
ceeding littleneſs and vileneſs, and their Diſpoſition to 
abaſe themſelves before God, has appeared to be great 
in proportion to their Light and Joy. Such Perſons a- 
mongſt us as have been thus diſtinguiſhed with the moſt 
extraordinary Diſcoveri:s of God, have commonly in no 
wiſe appeared with the aſſuming, & ſelf. conceited,and ſelf- 
ſufficient Airs of Enthuſiaſts, but exceedingly the conrtary ; 
and are eminent for aSpirit of Mecknels, Modeſty, Self diffi- 
dence, and low Opinion of themlelves: No Perſons 
ſem to be fo ſenſible of their need of Inſtruction, and 
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ſo eager to receive it, as ſome of them; nor ſo ready 0 

think others better than themſelves, Thoſe that have MW frequ 
been thought to be converted amongſt us have generally W cainn 
manifeſted a longing to lie low, and in the duſt before ¶ tupre 
God; withal complaining of their not being able to lie celle. 
low enough. They very often ſpeak much of theit MW nor | 
Senſe of the Excellency of the way of Salvation, by God"? 
free and ſovereign Grace, through the Righteouſneſs of W they | 
Chrift alone; and how it is with delight that they re. mites, 
nounce their own Righteouſneſs, and rejoic: in having God. 
no Account made of it. Many have expreſſed themſelutt Th 
ro this purpoſe, that it would leſſen the Satisſaction they MW which 
hope for in Heaven to have it by their own Righteouſneſs, W when 
or in any other way than as beſtowed by free Grace, MW ſelves 
and for Chriſt's ſake alone, They ſpeak much 0 
the Inexpreſſibleneſt of what they experience, how their 
Werds fail, ſo that they can in no wife declare i. 
and particularly ſpeale with exceeding Admiration et 
the fuperlative Excellency of that pleaſure and delight. 
of Sol, which they ſometimes enjoy; how a little cf 
it is ſufficient to pay em for the Pains and Trouble 
they have gone through in ſeeking Salvation; and hoe 
far it exceeds all carthly Pleaſures: And ſome expteſ 
much of the Senſe which theſe ſpi- itual Views give en 
of the Vanity of carthly Enjoyments, how mean and 
werthleſs all theſe Things appear to 'em. 

Many, while their Minds have been fili'd with ſpiritual 
Delights, have as it were forgot their Food; their bodily 
Appetite has fail'd, while their Minds have been entertain'd 
wich Meat to eat that others knew not off The Light 
and Comfort which Come of them enjoy, gives 4 
new reliſh to their common Bleſſings, and cauſes all 
Things about em to appear as it were beautiful, 
ſweet and pleaſant to them: Al] Things abroad, the 
Sun, Moon and Stars, the Clouds and Sky, the Hea- 
vens and Earth, appear as it were with a Caſt of divins 
Glory and Sweetneſs upon them. The ſweeteſt Joy 
that theſe good People amongſt us expreſs, is not tha! 
which conſiſts in a Senſe of the Safety of their own 


State, and that now they are out of danger of ne 
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frequently, in times of their higheſt ſpiritual Enter- 
tainment, this ſeems to be as it were forgotten. The 
ſupreme Attention of their Minds is to the glorious Ex- 
cellencies of God and Chriſt, which they have in view; 
not but that there is very often a raviſhing Senſe of 
God's Love e a Senſe of his Excellency, and 
they rejoice in a Senſe of the Faithfulneſs of God's Pro- 
miſes, as they reſpe& the future eternal Enjoy ment of 
God. 

The Joy that many of them fpeak of as that, to 
which none is to be parallel'd ; is that which they find 
when they are loweſt in the Duft, emptied moſt of them- 
ſelves, and as it were annihilating themſelves betore God, 
when they are xothing, and God is all, are ſeeing their 
own Unwo: thinefs, depending not at all on themſelves, 
but alone on Chrift, and aſcribing all Glory to God: 
Then their Souls are moſt in the Enjoyment of ſatisfying 
Reſt ; excepting that, at ſuch times, they apprehend them- 
lelves to be nor ſufficiently ſelf-abafed; for then above all 
times do they long to be lower, Some ſpeak much of the 
exquiſite Sweetneſs, and Reſt of Soul that is to be found 
in the exerciſes of a Spirit of Reſignation to God, and 

humble Submiſſion to his Will. * expreſs earneſt 
Longings of Soul to praiſe God; but at the fame time 
complain that they can't praiſe him as they would do, 
and they want to have others help them in praiſing him 
They want to have every one praiſe God, and are ready 
to call upon. every thing ro praiſe him. They expreſs a 
longing Deſire to live ro God's Glory, and to do ſomething 
to his Honour; but at the ſame time cry out of their In- 
WF ſufficiency and Barrenneſs, that they are poor impotent 
ll Greatures, can do nothing of themſclves, and are utterly in- 
i [#ficient to glorify their Creator and Redeemer. 


While God was ſo remarkably preſent amongſt us 


by his Spirit, there was no Book ſo delighted in as 
he Bible; eſpecially the Book of FPſalms, the Prophecy 
ll of Jaiab, and the New Teſtament. Some by reaſon of 
1 their Eſteem and Love to God's Word, have at ſome 
imes been greatly and wonderfully delighted and aff-&- 
Md ar the fight of a Bible: and chen alfo, there was ne Time 
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fo prized as the Lord's-Day, and no Place in this World N the. 
ſo deſired as God's Houſe. Our Converts then remark- W more 
ably appeared united in dear Affection to one another, Criſt 
and many have expreſſed much of that Sputr of Love Gr 
which they felt toward all Mankind ; and particularly Wyre: 
to thoſe that had been leaſt friendly to them. Never, N God i 
I believe, was ſo much done in conſeſſing Injuries, and reſting 
making up Differences as the laſt Year. Perſons after Wing of 
their own Converſion, hare commonly expreſſed an ex- lave 
ceeding deſire for the Converſion of others: Some hate horrer 
thought that they ſhouid be willing to die for the WLongii 
Converſion of any Soul, tho* of one of the meaneſt MWeame: : 
of their Fellow-Creatures, or of their worſt Enemies; iert © 
and many have indeed been in great Diſtreſs with Neriden 
Deſires and Longings for it. This Work of God had the (a, 
alſo a good Effect to unite the People's Affections much ends ci 
to their Miniſter. 6 the ſa 
There are ſome Perſons that I have been ↄcquainted There 
with, but more eſpecially two, that belong to other arcuml 
Towns, that have been ſwallowed up exceedingly with a Wopporty 
Senſe of the awful Greatneſs and Majeſty of God; 3nd Wil ſn 
both of them told me to this purpoſe, that if they in the No cert; 
time of it, had had the leaſt Fear that they were not at Won Sou] 
at peace with this ſo great a God, they ſhould inſtantly Nas oct 
have dicd. | before 
It is worthy to be remarked, that ſome Perſons by Id othe 
their Converſion ſeem to be greaily helped as to their Wiheir C 
doctrinal Notions of Religion; it was parcculary remar- In its \ 
kable in one, u ho having been taken captive in his Childs Wreſs an 
hood, was train'd up in Canada, in the Popiſh Religion, Wrough 
and ſome Years ſince returned to this his native Place, W Ther 
and was in a meaſure brought off from Pep-ry : but ſeem'd Monverr, 
very awkward and dull of receiving any true and C-car Wthey h: 
Notion of the Proteflant Scheme, till he was convett-Hligh de 
ed; and then he was remarkably altered in this reſpect Mhatly : 
There is a vaſt difference, as has been obſerv'd 10a Aſſy 
the Degree, and alſo in the particular Manger of Fer-Miminatio 
ſons Experiences, both at, and after Converſion ; ſeme Mi partie 


have Grace working more ſenſibly in one way, et! lome 


in another, Some ſpeak more fully of a Conviction nd ric} 
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the Juſtice of God in their Condemnation ; others 
more of their conſenting to the way of Salvation by 
Chriſt ; ſome more of the Actings of Love to God and 
Chriſt : Some more of Acts of Affiance, in a ſweet and 
ſured Conviction of the Truth and Faithfulneſs of 
God in his Promiſes; others more of their chooſing and 
reſting in God as their whole and everlaſting Portion, 
and of their ardent and longing Deſires after God, to 
have Communion with him; othexs more of their ab- 
horrence of themſelves for their paſt Sins, and earneſt 
Longings to live to God's Glory for the time to 
come: Some have their Mind fixed more on God; o- 
thers on Chrift, as I have obſerved before, but it ſeems 
evidently ro be the ſame Work, the ſame Thing done, 
the ſame habitual Change wrought in the Heart; it all 
tends the ſame way, and tothe ſame End: and "tis plainly 
the ſame Spirit that breathes and acts in various Perſons, 
There is an endleſs Yariety in the particular manner and 
drcamftances in which Perſons are wrought on, and an 
opportunity of ſeeing ſo much of ſuch a Work of God, 
wil ſhew that God is further from confining himſelf 
to certain Steps, and a particular Method, in his Work 
on Souls, than it may be ſome do imagine, I believe it 
has occaſion'd ſome good People amongſt us, that were 
before too ready to make their own Expertences a Rule 
o others, ro be leſs cenſorious and more extended in 
their Charity. The Work of God has been glorious 
n its Variety, it has the more diſplayed the manifold- 
refs and unſcarchableneſs of the Wiſdom of God, and 
wrought more Charity among his People. 

There is a great Difference among thoſe that ate 
converted as to the Degree of Hope and Satisfaction that 
they have concerning their own State. Some have a 
high degree of Satisfaction in this Matter almoſt con- 
tintly : And yet it is rare that any do enjoy fo full 
mn Aſſurance of their Intereſt in Chrift, that Self. Ex- 
mination ſhould ſcem needleſs to them; unleſs it be 
n particular Seaſons, while in the actual enjoy ment 
if ſome great Diſcovery, that God gives of his Glory 
nd rich Grace in Chriſt, to | (he drawing forth of ex. 

a. 
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traordinary acts of Grace. But the greater part, as they 
ſometimes fall into dead Frames of Spirit, ate frequem- 
ly exerciſed with Scruples and Fears concerning their 


CO 
ey generally have an awful Apprehenſion of the 
Dreadfulneſs and undoing Nature of a falſe Hope ; and 
there has been obſervable in moſt a great Caution, leſt 
in giving an account of their Experiences, they ſhould 
ſay too much, and uſe too ſtrong Terms: And many 
after they have related their Experiences, have been 
greatly afflicted with Fears, leſt they have play'd the 
Hypocrite, and uſed ſtronger Terms than their Caſe 
would fairly allow of ; and yet could not find how they 
could correct themſelves. 
I think that the main ground cf the Doubts and Fears 
that Perſons, after their Converſion, have been exerciſed 
with about their own State, has been that they haye 
found ſo much Corruption remaining in their Hearts, 
At firſt their Souls ſeem to be all alive, their [Hearts 
are fixed, and their Affections flow ing; they ſeem to 
live quite above the World, and meet with bur little 
Difficalty in religious Exerciſes; and they are ready to 
think it will always be ſo : Tho” they are truly abaſed 
under a Senſe of their Vileneſs by reaſon of former Acts 
of Sin, yet they are not then ſifficiently ſenſible what 
Corruption fill remains in their Hearts; and therefore 
are ſurprized when they find that they begin to be in 
dull and dead Frames, to be troubled with wandering 
Thoughts in the time of publick and private Worſhip, 
and to be utterly unable to keep themſelves from em; 
alſo when they find themſelves unaffe ted at Seafons 
in which, they think there is the greateſt Occaſion to 
be affected; and when they feel worldly Diſpoſitions 
working in them, and it may be Pride, and Envy, and 
ſtirrings of Revenge, or ſome il] Spirit towards ſome 
Perſon, that has injured them, as well as other workings 
of indwelling Sin: Their Hearis are almoſt ſunk with 
the Diſappointment; and they are ready preſently to 
think that all this they have met with is nothing, and 
that they are meer Hy poctites. 

| They 
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They are ready to argue, that if God had indeed 
done ſuch great Things for them, as they hoped, ſuch In- 
gratitude would be inconſiſtent with it: They cry out of 
the hardneſs and wickedneſs of their Hearts; and ſay 
there is fo much Corruption, that it ſeems to them in- 
poſſible that there ſhould be any Goodneſs there : and many of 
them ſeem to be much more ſenſible how corrupt their 
Hearts are, than ever they were before they were convert- 
ed; and ſome have been too ready to be impreſs'd with 
Fear, that inſtead of becoming better, they are grown much 
worſe, and make it an Argument againſt the Goodneſs of 
their State. But in truth the Caſe ſeems plainly to be, 
that now they feel the pain of their own Wound; they 
have a watchful Eye upon their Hearts, that they don't 
uſe to have: They take more notice what Sin is there, and 
Sin is now more burdenſome to em, they ftrive more a- 
gainſt it, and feel more of the Strength of it. | 

They are ſomewhat ſurpriz'd that they ſhould in this re- 
ſpect find themſelves fo different from the Idea that they 
generally had entertained of godly Perſons; for tho" 
Grace be indeed of a far more excellent nature than they 
imagin'd; yet thoſe that are godly have much leſs of it, 
and much more remaining Corruption, than they thought. 
They never realized it, that Perſons were wont to meet 
with ſuch Difficulties, afrer they were once converted. 
When they are thus exerciſed with Doubts about their 
State, through the Deadneſs of their Frames of Spirit, 
as long as theſe Frames laſt, they are commonly unable to 
ſatisfy themſelves of the Truth of their Grace, by all their 
Self- examination. When they hear of the Signs of Grace 
laid down for 'em to try themſelves by, they are often 
ſo clouded, that they don't know how ro apply them: 
they hardly know whether they have fach and ſuch 
things in them or no, and whether they bade experienced 
them or not: That which was ſweeteſt, and beſt, and 
moſt diſtinguiſhing in their Experiences, they can't recover 
a ſenſe or Idea of. But on a Return of the Influences of 
the Spirit of God, to revive the lively Actings of Grace, 
the Light breaks through the Cloud, and Doubting and 


Darkneſs ſoon vaniſh away. 
| H 2 Perſons 
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Perſons are often revived ont of their dead and dark 
Frames, by religious Converſation : while they are talk. 
ing of divine things, or ever they are aware, their 
Souls are carried away into holy Exerciſes with abundant 
Pleaſure. And oftentimes, while they are relating their 
paſt Experiences to their Chriſtian Brethren, they have 
a freſh ſenſe of them revived, and the ſame Experiences 
in a Degree again renewed. Sometimes while Perfſong 
are exerciſed in Mind with ſeveral Objections againſt the 
Goodneſs of their State, they have Scriptures, one after 
another, coming to their Minds, to anſwer their Scruples, 
and unravel their Difficulties, excceding appoſite and 

roper to their Circumſtances ; by which means their 
Darkneſs is ſcattered ; and often before the Beſtowment of 
any new remarkable Comforts, eſpecially after long 
continued Deadneſs and ill Frames, there are rencwed 
Humb!ings, in a great ſenſe of their own exceeding 
Vileneſs and Unworthineſfs, as betore their firſt Comforts 
were beſtowed. 

Many in the Country have entertain'd a mean Thought 
of this great Work that there has been amongſt us, 
from what they have heard of Impreſſions that have 
been made on Perſons Imaginations. But there have been 
exceeding great Miliepreſentations, and innumerable 
falſe Reports concerning that Matter. Tis not, that I 
know of, the Profeſſion or Opinion of any one Perſon 
in the Town, that any weight is to be laid on any 
thing ſeen with the bodily Eyes: I know the contrary 
to be a recciv'd and citabiiſhed Principle amongſt us. 
J cannot fay that there have been no Inſtances of Perſons 
that have been ready to give tao much heed to vain 
and uſeleſs Imaginations; but they have been caſily 
corrected, and J conclude it will not be wondered at, that 
a Congregation ſhould need a Guide in ſuch Caſes, to 
aſſiſt them in diſtinguiſhing heat from Chaff. But ſuch 
Impreſſions on the Imagination as have been more uſual, 
ſeem ro me, to be plainly no other, than what is to 
be expected in human Nature in ſuch Circumſtances, 
and what is the natural Reſult of the ſtrong Exercise 
of the Miad, and Impreſſians on the Heart. 
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I do not ſuppoſe that they themſelves imagined that 
they ſaw any thing with their bodily Eyes; but only have 
had within chem Ideas ſtrongly impreſo'd, and as it were, 
lively Pictures in their Minds: As for inſtance, ſome 
when in great Terrors, through fear of Hell, have had 
lively Ideas of a dreadtul Furnace. Some, when their 
Hearts have been ſtrongly impreſs'd, and their Affections 
greatly moved with a ſenſe of the Beauty and Exccitency 
of Chriff, it has wrought on their Imaginations ſo, that 
ppgether with a ſenſe of his glorions ſptrtrual Perfections, 
there has af iſen in the Mind an Nea of one of glorious 
Majeſty, and of a ſweer and a gracious Aſpect: So ſome 
when they have been greatly affected with Griſt's Death, 
have at the ſame time a lively /dea of Chr hanging up- 
on the Croſs, and cf his Blood running from his Wounds ; 
rhich things won't be vw ondred at by them that have 
ſerved how ſtrong Aff ections about temporal Matters 
jill excite lively Ideas and Pictures of different things in 
the Mind. 

But yet the vigorous Exerciſe of the Mind, does 
loubtleſs more ſtrongly impreſs ĩt with imaginary Ideas, in 
bme than others, which probably may ariſe from the dif- 
ſerence of Conſtitution, and ſeems evidently in ſome, partly 
dariſe from their peculiar Circumſtances; When Per- 
ons have been exerciſed with extreme Terrors, and 
there is a ſadden change to Light and Joy, the Imagina- 
on ſeems more ſuſceptive of ſtrong [dras, and the interior 
Powers, and even the Frame of the Body, 1s much more 
k:&ed and wrought upon, than when the ſame Perſons 
Wave as great ſpiritual Light and Joy afrerwaids ; of x hich 
Wi might, perhaps, be caly to give a Reaſon. The fore- 
' Wrentioned Rev. Meſſi Lord and Owen. who I beheve, 
| 


re eſteem'd Perſons of Learning and D.ſcretion where 
ey are beſt known, declared that they found theſe In- 
ſions on Perſons Imaginations, quite different things 
rom what Fame had before reprefented to them, 
nd that they were what none need to wonder at, or 
ke ſtumbled by, or to that purpoſe. _ 
There have indeed been fame few Inſtances, of In- 
ons on Perſons Imagination, thit have been ſomething 
| my ſte: tons 
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my ſterious to me, and I have been at a loſs about them; 
for tho“ it has been exceeding evident to me by manyMiheccef] 
things that appear'd in them, both then (when theyiknow, 
related them) and afterwards, that they indeed had lim, 
great ſenſe of the ſpiritual Excellency of Divine ThingWGranc 
accompanying them; yet I have not been able well rofifffime ; 
fatisfy myſelf, whether their imaginary ſdeas have beenlxper 
more than could naturally ariſe from their ſptritual Scen{Mtinift 
of things. However, I have uſed the utmoſt Caution ine le: 
ſuch Caſes; great Care has been taken both in publickWme \ 
and in private to teach Perſons the difference betwee ect to 
what is ſpiritual and a hat is merely imaginary. I havefſheW 
often warned Perſons not to lay the ſtreſs of their Hop u it! 
on any Ideas of any outward Glory, or any externally are 
thing whatſoever, and have met with no Oppoſition i eſerib 
ſuch Inſtructions. But tis not ſtrange if ſome weakeFerred, 
Perſons, in giving an account of their Experiences, ha eſſing 
not fo prudently diſtinguiſhed between the ſpiritual an the 
imaginary Part; which ſome that have not been ve Ruenc 
affected to Religion, might take advantage of, ime wi 
There has been much talk in many parts of t-aces 
Country, as tho' the People have ſymbolized with th me B 
BPuakers, and the Qualers themſelves have been mode ns ab 
with ſuch Reports, and came here, once and 2g210Whe Cor 
hoping to find good Waters to fiſh in; but vithouſeligiou 
the leaſt Succeſs, and ſeem to be ue e and har@irm'd c 
left off coming, There have alſo been Reports ſpreafiſtors. 
about the Country, as tho' the firſt Occaſion of fo rf Tis e 
markable a Concern on People's Minds here, was aflsvery 
Apprehenſion that the World was near to an end. w hic eely o 
was altogether a falſe Report: Indeed after this Stitri lich is 


and Conccrn became fo general and extraordinary, Nowever 
has been related, the Minds of ſome were, filled vi exrre; 
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Speculation, what ſo great a Diſpenſation of divin 
Providence might forebode: and tome Reports we 
heard from abroad, as tho' certain Dieines and oth 
thought the Conflagration was nigh : but ſuch Repor 

were never generally looked upon worthy of Notice. 
The Work that has now been wrought on Souls 
evidently the fame that was wrought in my e 
Ce HO. 
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teceſlot's Days; as Thave had abundant Opportunity to 
mow, having been in the Miniſtry here two Years with 
tim, and fo converſed with a conſiderable Number that my 
Grandfather thought to be ſavingly converted in that 
ime ; and having been particularly acquainted with the 
Expertences of many that were converted under his 
Miliniftry before. And I know no one of them, that in 
Je leaſt doubis of its being the ſame Spirit, and the 
ine Work. Perſons have now no otherwiſe been ſub- 


he Work is of the ſame nature, and has not been attend- 
d with any extraordinary Circumſtances, excepting ſuch 
5 are analogous to the extraordinary degree of it before 
ſcribed. And God's People, that were formerly con- 
erted, have now partook of the ſame Shower of divine 
Wiclling, in the revewing, ſtrengthening, edifying Influences 
f the Spirit of God, that others have in his converting 
fluences ; and the Work here has alſo been plainly the 
ime with that, which has been wrought in thoſe of other 
laces that have been mentioned, as partaking of the 
ime Bleſſing I have particularly converſed with Per- 
Wins about their Experiences that belong to all parts of 
e County, and in various parts of Connecticut, where a 
el1g1ous Concern has lately appear'd ; and have been in- 
. of the Experiences of many others by their own 
altors. | 
Tis eaſily perceived by the foregoing Account that 
very much the Practice of the People here, to converſe 
tely one with another of their ſpiritual Experiences, 
hich is a thing that many have been diſguſted ar. But 
I_owever our People may have, in ſome reſpects, gone 
0 extremes in it, yet *tis doubtleſs a Practice that the 
tcumſtances of this Town, and neighbouring Towns, 
% naturally led them into. Whatſoever People are mn 
ch Circumſtances, where all have their Minds engaged 
dluch a Degree, in the ſame Affair, that 'tis ever up- 
ermoſt in their Thoughts; they will naturally make it 
e Subject of Converſation one with another when they 
jet together, in which they will grow more and mot e 
ee: Reſtraints will ſoon yaniſh; and tney will not e 
Ceca 


ct to Impreſſions on their Imaginations, than formerly: 
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ceal from one another what they meet with. And it hay 
been a Practice which, in the general, has been attended 
with many good Effects, and what God has greatly bet. 
ſed amongſt us: Bur it muſt be conteſt, there may have 
been ſome ill Conſequences of it; which yet are rather to 
be laid to the indiſcreet Management of it, than to the 
Practice it ſelf ; and none can wonder, if among ſuch a 
multitude ſome fail of exerciſing ſo much Prudence it 
chooſing the time, manner, and occaſion of ſuch Diſcourſe 
as is deſiteable. | | 

But to give a clearer Idea of the Nature and Manne Kao 
of the Operations of God's Spirit, in this wonderfulecapab! 
Effuſion of it, I would give an Account of two particulaſ to ſ 
Inflances. The firſt is an Adult Perſon, a young WomanſWegan 
whoſe Name was Abigail Hutchinſon. I pitch upon bett chre 
eſpecially becauſe ſhe is now dead, and ſo it may bittere 
more fit to ſpeak freely of her then of living Inſtances ber C 
tho* I am under far greater Diſadvantages, on other ac{Winfulr 
counts, to give a fail and clear Narrative of her Ed V 
periences, than I might of ſome others; nor can aas ſhe 
Account be given but what has been retain'd in the Mer int 
mories of her near Friends, and ſome others, of whaWradin 
they have heard her expreſs in her life time. 

She was of a rational underſtanding Family: there 
could be nothing in her Education that tended «© 
Enthuſiaſm, but rather to the contrary extreme. *Tisi 
no wiſe the Temper of the Family to be oftentatiouso 
Experiences, and it was far from being her Temper 
She was before her Converſion, to rhe Obſervation 0 
her Neighbours, of a ſober and inoffenfive Converſation 
and was a ftill,quier,reſerv'd Perſon. She had long bee 
infirm of Body, but her Infirmity had never b:enſhcared \ 
obſerved at all ro incline her to be notional or fancitulMhi 
or to ogcaſion any thing of religious Melancholy. Shi 
was under Awakenings ſcarcely a Week before ther 
feem'd to be plain Evidence of her being ſavingly con 
verted. = | 

She was firſt awakened in the Winter Seafon, 0 
| Monday, by ſomething ſhe heard her Brother ſay of thi 
Neceffity of being in gocd earneſt in ſeeking en j 

| race 


other! 


a fit 
Bleſſi 
ſhould 
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Grace, 5 nw with the News of the Converſion of the 
young Woman before mention'd, whoſe Converſion ſo 
herally affected moſt of the young People here. This 
ws" wrought much upon her, and ſtirt'd up a Spirit 
of Envy in her towards this young Woman, whom 
ſhe thought very utiwerthy of being diſtinguiſhed from 
others by ſuch a Mercy; but withal it engaged her in 
2 firm Reſolution to do her utmoſt to obtain the ſame 
Bleſſing ; and conſidering with herſelf what Courſe ſhe 
ſhould rake, ſhe thought, that ſhe had not a ſufficient 
rings. of the Principles of Religion; to render her 
capable of Converſion ; whereupon ſhe reſolved thorough- 
ly to ſearch the Scriptures ; and accordingly immediately 
began at the beginning of the Bible, intending to read 
t chrongh. She continued thus till Thurſday : and then 
Mihere was a ſudden Alteration, by a great Increaſe of 
her Concern, in an extraordinary ſenſe of her own 
vinfulneſs, particularly the Sinfulneſs of her Nature, 
ind Wickedneſs of her Heart, which came upon her 
as ſhe expreſſed it) as a Flaſh of Lightning, and ftrucle 
her into an exceeding Terror. Upon which ſhe left off 
Nrading the Bible in Courſe as ſhe had begun, and 
turned to the New-Teſtament, to ſee if ſhe could nor 
Wind ſome relief there for her diſtreſſed Soul. 
Her great Terrer ſhe ſuid vas, that ſhe had ſen d againſt 
God : Her Diſtreſs grew more and more for three Days; 
mil (as ſhe faid) ſhe fav not hing but Blackneſs of Darkneſs be- 
ber, and, her very Fleſh trembled for fear of God's wrath : 
oe wondred and was aſtoniſhed at herſelf, that ſhe had been 
| WW concerned for her Body, and had applied fo often to Phyſicians . 
e heal that, and had neglected her Scul. Her Sinfulneſs ap- 
eheared with a very awful Aſpect to her, eſpecially in three 
1|Whings (ci) her Original Sin, and her Sin in murmuring 
t God's Providence, in the Weakneſs and Afflictions ſhe 
ad been under, and in want of Duty to Parents, tho" 
thers had look'd upon her to excel in Dutifulneſs On 
aurday, ſhe was ſo eatneſtly engaged in reading the Bible 
nd other Books, that ſhe continued in it, ſearchiag for 
dmethmg to relieve her, till her Eyes were fo dim, 
Wt flic could not know * Leiters. Whilſt fhe "ou 
T thus 
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aged in Reading, .Prayer, and, other religiou TY 
Pn Tho thought of Choſe Words. of Chniſt, herein ow * 
le warns us not to be as the Heathen, that think thy e, 
tal be beard for their much ſpeaking ; which, ſhe, laid, T 
led her to ſee that ſhe had truſted; to her own, Prayer, u the 
and religious Performances, and now ſhe was put to x ie 
nonpl us, and knew not which way to turn herſelf, obne col 
where to ſeek Relief. x 


GA OO) N06 OFF e ren 

While her Mind was 10 this Poſture, her Heart, ſhe Hide 
ſaid, ſeem'd to fly to the Minter for Refuge, hoping wh 
thac he could give her ſome Relief. She came the i ! C 
ſame Day to her Brother, with the Countenance of 2 2 805 
Perſon in diſtreſs, expoſtulating with him, why he had 22 
not told her more of her Sinfulneſs, and earneſtiy Mornit 
enquiring of him what ſhe ſhould do. She ſeem'd That aint 
Day to feel in herſelf an Enmity againſt the Bible, ry Km 
which greatly affrighted her. Her ſenſe of ber o At'r 
exceeding Sinfulneſs continued increaſing from Thu:/diy ſpoyn 
till Monday; and ſhe gave this account of it, that it ab. n 
had been an Opinion, which till now ſhe had entertain d, "oof 
that ſhe was not guilty of Adam's, Sin, nor any way ld the 
concerned in it, becauſe ſhe was not active in it; bur * 
that now ſhe ſaw ſhe was guilty of that Sin, and all ay} 
over defiled by it; and that the Sin which ſhe brought ** 
into the World with her, was alone ſufficient to con- bien bl 
demu her. 9 8 that D 
Oa the Sabbath-day ſhe was ſo ill that her Friends 5970 
thought it not beſt that ſhe ſhould go to publick Wor; * ty 
ſhip, of which ſhe ſeem'd very defirous: But when fhe . 
went to Bed on the Sabbath day Night, ſhe took up a vorke, 
Reſolution, that ſhe would the next Morning go to the . 
Miniſter, hoping to find ſome relief their. As ſhe awaked 1 
on Monday Morning, a little before Day ſhe wondred with! er 10 
herſelf at the Eaſineſs and Calmnels ſhe felt in her Mind... 
which was of that kind which ſhe never felt before ; As ſhe Relig 
thought of this, ſuch Words as theſe were in her Mind; kaed te 
The Words of the Lord are pare W. ord 65 Health to the Soul hing 
and Marrow to the Bones : And then theſe Words came to > 
her Mind, the Blood of. Chrif cleanſes from all Sin : which hem, 


were accompanied with a lively ſcale of the 9 i 
| 8 


"Crip, and his Sufficiency to ſatisfy for the Sins of the 
Whole World. She then thought of that Expreſſion; *Tis 
1 * pleaſant thing for the Eyes to behold the Sun ; which Words 
ben ſeem'd to her to be very applicable to Feſus Chriſt. 
"Wy theſe things her Mind was led into ſuch Contemplati- 
"Ws and Views of Crit, as fill'd her exceeding full of Joy. 
ie told her Brother in the Morning that ſhe had ſeen (t e. 
n realizing Views by Faith) Cbrif the Jaft Night, and, 
hat ſhe Had yeally thought that ſbe bad not Knowledge 
ang b to be converted; but, ſays ſhe, God can make it quits 
afy On Monday ſhe felt all day a conſtant Sweetnets in 
er Soul. She had a Repetition of the ſame Diſcoverys 
Wt Griff chree Mornings together, that ſhe had on Monday 
'WMormng, and much in the ſame manner, at each time 
"Waking a little before day; but brighter and brighter eve- 
y time. | 2 

"At the laſt time on M edneſday Morning, while in the 
joy ment of a ſpiritual View of Chriſt's Glory and Ful- 
els, her Soul was filled with Diſtreſs for Chriſtleſs Per- 
ons, to confide ia miſerable Condition they were in: 
nd the felt in herſelf a ſtrong Inclination immediately to 
0 forth to warm Sinners; and propoſed it the next Day 
o her Brother to aſſiſt her in going from houſe to houſe ; 
bur her Brother reſtrain'd her, by telling her of the un- 
ita blenef of ſuch a Method. She told one of her Siſtets 
that Day, that ſhe loved all Mankind, but eſpecially the Peo- 
of God, Her Siſter asked her why ſhe loved all Man- 
uind? She reply'd becauſe God had made them. After this 
ere happen'd to come into the Shop where ſhe was at 
vork, three Perſons that were thought to have been Jate- 
ly converted; her ſeeing them as they ſtep'd in one after 
mother into the Door, ſo affected her, and fo drew forth 
her love to them, that it overcame her, and ſhe a)moſt 
Rinted : And when they began to talk of the things of 
Religion, it was more than he could bear; they were ob- 
Wized to ceaſe on that account. It was a very frequent 
thing with her to be overcome with a flow of Affection 


Mien, and ſometimes only at the Sight of them. 
Ky mr bs She 
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bo them chat ſhe thought Godly, in Converſation with 
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She had many extraordinary Diſcoveries of the Glory 
of God and Chrift ; ſometimes, in ſome particular Attn. 
butes, and ſometimes in many. She gave an Account, 
that once, as thoſe four Words paſſed thro* her Mind, 
WISDOM, JUSTICE, GOODNESS, . and TRUTH, her 
Soul was fill'd with a ſenſe of the Glory of each of theſe 
divine Attributes, but eſpecially the laſt; Trutb, ſaid he, 
ſunk the deepeſt ! And therefore as theſe Wards paſs'd, this 
was repeated, TRUTH, TRU: H Her Mind was ſo 
ſwallowed up with a ſenſe of the Glory of God's Truth 
and other Perfections, that ſhe ſaid, it ſeem'd- at tbo by 
Life was going, and that ſhe ſaw it was eaſy With! God 10 
take away her Life by Diſcoveries of bimſelf. Soon after 
this ſhe went to a private religious Meeting, and her Mind 
was full of a Senſe and View of the Glory of God al 
the Time; and when the Exercile was ended, ſome ask- 
ed her concerning what ſhe had expericaced : and ſhe 
began to give them an Accguut; hut as ſhe was relating 
it, it revived ſuch. a Senſe of the ſame Things, that he 
Strength fail'd ; and they were oblig'd to take her, and 
lay her upon the Bed. Afterwards ſhe was greatly af 
fe cted, and rejoiced with theſe Words, Hortly is the Lam 
b bat Was Jain. | r | 127 2% 
She had ſeveral Days together a ſweet ſenſe of the Ex- 
cellency and Lovelineſs of Chrift in his Meekneſs, hic 
diſpoſed her continually to be repeating over theſe-Words 
which were ſweet to her, MEEK AND LOW LY IN 
HEART, MEEK AND LOWLY IN HEART. She 
ance expreſs'd her ſelf to one of her Siſters, to this pur- 
poſe, that ſhe had continued wwhcle days and Whole Nights 
in a conſtant raviſhing View of the Glory of God andſſ feeling 
Clgiſt, having enjoyd as much as her Liſe could bear 
Once as her Brother was ſpeaking of the dying Love ol 
Chriſt, ſhe told him that ſhe had ſuch a ſenſe of it, that 

the meer Mentioning it was ready to overcome her. 
Once, when ſhe came to me, ſhe told haw that a 
ſuch and ſugh a time fhe thought ſhe ſaw, as much of 
God, and had as much Joy and Pleaſure as was 
poſſiole in this Life, and that yet afterwards Goof 

diſcover'd himſelf yet far more abandantly, and — 
ä av 
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ſaw the ſame things that ſhe had ſeen before, yet more 
clearly, ad i other and far more excellent and 
delightful manner, and was filled with a more exceeding 
Sweetneſs; ſhe likewiſe gave me ſuch an Account ot 
the Senfe ſhe once had, from day to day, of the Glory 
ol Cbrißt, and of God, in his various Attributes, that 
it ſeem'd to me ſhe dwelt for Days together in a kind 
of beate Viſion of God; and ſeem'd to have, as I 
thought, as immediate an Intercourſe with him, as a 
Child with a Father: and at the ſame time, ſhe a 
peared moſt remote from any high Thought of herſelf, 
and of her own Sufficiency ; bur was like a little Child, 
and expreſſed great Deſire to be inſtructed, telling me 
that ſhe longed very often to come to me for Inſtruction, 
jad 285 to live at my Houſe, that I might tell het 
ut y. 5 | | | : | 
She i often expreſſed a ſenſe of the Glory of God ap- 
pearing in the Trees, and Growth of the Fields and 
other Works of God's Hands. She told her Siſter that 
lived near the Heart of the Town, that ſhe once thought 
it a pleaſant thing to live in the middle of the Town, 
wt now, ſays ſhe, I think it much more pleaſant to fit and 
ſee the Wind blowing the Trees, and to behold what God 
Mas made. She had ſometimes the powerful Breathings 
of the Spirit of God on her Soul, while reading the 
Scripture, and would expreſs a ſenſe that ſhe had of 
the certain Truth and Divinity thereof. She ſometimes 
would appear with a pleaſant Smile on her Countenance ; 
and once when her Siſter took notice of it, and asked 
why ſhe ſmiled, ſhe reply'd, I am brim-full of a ſweet 
di feeling within! She often uſed to expreſs how good and- 
ſweet it was to lie logy before'God, and the lower ( ſaid ſhe) 
the better | and that it was pleaſant to think of ly ng ws 
the Dua all the Days of her Life, mourning for Sin. She 
was wont to manifeſt a great ſenſe of her own Mean- 
neſs and Dependance. She often expreſs'd an exceeding 
o Compaſſion, and pitiful Love, which ſhe found in her 
Heart towards Perſons in a Chriftleſs Condition; which 
was lometimes ſo ſtrong, that as ſhe was paſſing by ſuch 
Ja the ſtreets, or thoſe that ſhe fear'd were luch, 5 
wou 
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would be overcome by the Sight of them: She once 
ſaid, that ſhe Tonged to have the whole World ſa ved, ſhe 
wanted, as it were, to pull them all to her 3 the could 

not bear to have one lo. a eee 
She had great Longings to die; that ſhe might be with 
Crit; which increaſed till ſhe thought ſhe did not know 
how to be patient to wait till God's time ſhould come. But 
once when ſhe felt thoſe Longings, ſhe thought with her. 
ſelt, IH I hing to die, why d I go to Phhficiann? Whence 
ſhe concluded that her Longings for Death were not well 
regulated. After this ſhe often put it to herſelf, which 
ſhe ſhould choofe, whether to live or to die, to be ſick, or | 
to be well; and ſhe found ſhe could not tell, till at laſt ſhe tl 
ſhe found herſelf difpoſed to ſay theſe Words; I an 15 7 
quite cvilling to Tide,” and quite - willing to die; quite Willing . 
to be eck, and quite willing to be well ; and quite Willing rv N 
for any thing that God will bring upon me! And then, (aid ſhe, 1 
Tett my felf perfict y eaſy, in a tull Submiſſion to the Will of I g455e 
God. "She then lamented much, that ſhe had been fs ea- Hin 
ger in her g. "ey Death, as it argued want of ſuch 
a Reſignation to God, as 6aghtto be. She ſeem'd hence. I on 
forward to continue in this refigned Frame till Death. for 15 
After this her I|meG increaſed upon her : and once af. Nei 
ter ſhe had before ſpent the greater Part of the Night in I 4.4 
extreme Pain, ſhe waked our of a little fleep with theſe 
Words in her Heart and Mouth; I am willing to ſuffer for 
Chrift”s ſake, I am willing to ſpend and be ſpent forChriſt's ſake, 
J am willing to ſpend my Life; even my very Life for Chrift's 
ſake! And tho! ſhe had an extraordinary Reſignation, 
wirh teſpect to Lite or Death, yet the Thoughts of Dying 
were exceeding ſweet to her. At a time when her Bro 
ther was reading in Fob, concerning Worms feeding 
on the dead Body, ſhe appear'd with a pleaſant. Smile f 
and being enquited of about it, ſhe ſaid, it was ſweet 
to her to think of ber being in ſuch Circumſtances, At 
another time, when her Brother mention'd to her the 
Danger there ſeem'd to be that the Illneſs ſhe then 
labout'd under, might be an Occaſion of her Death, it 
fiil'd her with Joy that almoſt overcame her. At a- 
- Rather üme, when ſhe met a Company following 4 
| Cor ple 


« Contverſcons in Northampton; Sc. 63 


Corpſe to the Grave, ſhe ſaid, it was ſweet to her to 
think, that they would in a little time follow her in 
like manner. 1 e 
Her Ilincfs in the latter part of it was ſeated much 
in her Throat; and ſwelling inward, fill'd up the Pipe, 
ſo that ſhe could ſwallow nothing but what was petfectiy 
liquid, and but very liitle of that, and with great and 
long Strugglings: and — that which ſhe cook 
in, flying out at her Noſtrils, till ſhe at laſt could 
lwallow n all: She had a raging Appetite to 
Food, ſo that ſhe told her Siſter, when talking wich 
her about her Circumſtances, that the worſt Bit that 
ſhe threw to her Swine, would be ſweet to her: but 
yet when ſhe ſaw that ſhe could not ſwallow it, ſhe 
ſcem'd to be as perfectly contented without it, as if ſhe 
had no Appetite to it. Others were greatly moved to 
ſee. what ſhe underwent, and were fill'd with Admiration 
at her unexampled Patience. At a Time when ſhe was 
ſtriving in vain to get down a li:tle Food, ſomethin 
liquid, and was very much ſpent with it; ſhe look“ 
up on her Siſter with a Smile, ſaying, O Siſter, this is 
for my Good! At another time, when her Siſter was 
\Wipcaking of what ſhe underwent, ſhe told her, that ſhe 
an Heaven upon Earth for all that, She uſed ſome- 
times to ſay to her Siſter, under her extreme Sufferings, 
. 15 good. to be fo ! Her Sifter once asked her, why ſhe 
aid fo, why, ſays ſhe, becauſe God would have it fo: It 
"Ws beſt that things ſhould be as God would bave em: Ut 
ks bet to me. After her Confinement, as they were 
leading her from the Bed to the Door, ſhe ſeem'd overs» 
come by the Sight of things abroad, as ſhewing forth 
he Glory of the Being that had made them. As ſhe 
lay on her Death-bed, ſhe would often fay theſe Words, 
d is my Friend | And once looking up on her Siſter, 
with a Smile, ſaid, O Siſter | How good it is ! How 
de weer and comfortable it is to conſider, and think of heavenly 
things ! and uied this Argument to perſuade her Siſter 
to de much in ſuch Meditations. 


oth. for, Perſons in a. natural State, that they. might be "0; 
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She expreſs'd on her Death - Bed, an exceeding Longing, 
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'werted, and for the Godly that they might ſes and know mori ther 
f Goa. And when thoſe that looked on themſelves as in poſu: 
a Chriſtleſs State came to ſee her, ſhe would be greatly 
moved with compaſſionate Affection. One in particulat 
that ſeem'd to be in a great diftreſs' about the State of her 
Soul, and had come to fee her from time to time; ſhe de 
fired her Siſter to perſuade not to come any more, becauſe 
the Sight of her ſo wrought on her Compaſſions, that it 
bvercame her Nature. The ſame Week that the: died 
when ſhe was in diſtreſſing Circumſtances a8 to her Body 
ſome of the Neighbours that came to ſee her, asked if ſſie 
was willing to die? She reply'd, that ſhe was quite 
evilling either to live or dle; ſbeuvas willing to bt in pain 
ſbe was willing to be ſo akvays' as (be <vaz then, if that was 
the Will of God. She willed what God willed: They ak- 
ed her whether ſhe was willing to die that Night ? She 
anſwet'd, Yes, if it be God's Will. And ſeem'd to ſpeak 
all with that perfect compoſure of Spirit, and with ſuch 


a chcarful and pleaſant Counrenance, that it filled themWerienc 
with Admiration. -. Nun A refs, 
She was very weak a conſiderable time before ſhe dicdMhis Ac 


having pined away with Famine and Thirſt, fo that her 
Fleſh ſeem'd to be dricd upon her Bones; and therefore 
could ſay but little, and manifeſted her Mind very muc 


quain 
he Pidt 
hat it 


by Signs, She ſaid ſhe had Matter enougb to fill op all bend th; 
Time with Taſk, if ſhe had but Strength. A few Days bees a 
fore her Death, fome asked her, whether ſhe bed herfſpany | 
Tutegrity ftilt ? Whether ſhe' was rot afraid of Death W ſome 
She anſwered to this purpoſe, that he had not the leaf] But 1 


Degree of fear of Death. They asked her why ſhe would've an 
be ſo confident ? She anſwered, If I bun ſay otherwiſe, Neution 
ſhould ſpeak contrary to what I know :there is, fays ſhe, nW lam 
deed, a dark Entry that looks ſomething dart, but on the anefl f 
Side there appears ſuch a bright ſhining ' Light, #hat I cannot b 
afraid! She laid not long before ſhe died, that ſhe oe 
fo be afraid how ſhe ſbould grapple with Death; but, (ay 
The, God has ſbetued me that be can mate n enſy in great Pair 
Several Days before ſhe died, the could ſcarcely ſay an 


thing but = „and mo, to Queſtions that were asked even 
ber, ſor en 


'4' to be dying for three Days tog Nut t 
i ther | 


— 


| 
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mer; but ſeem'd to continue in an admirable ſweet Com 
poſure of Soul, without any Interruption, to the laft, and 
died as a Perſon that went to fleep, without any ſtrug 
pling, about Noon, on Friday, June 27. 1735. 

She had long been infirm, and often had been exerciſed 
wich great Pain; but ſhe died chiefly of Famine. It wat, 1 
doubtleſs, partly * to her bodily Weakneſs, that 11 
her Nature was ſo often overcome, and ready to fink Wt! 
with gracious Affection; but yet the truth was, that 14 | 
ſhe had more Grace, and greater Diſcoveries of God : [ | 
and Chrif, than the preſent trail State did well conſiſt | 
with, She wanted to be where ſtrong Grace might have | 
Wnmore Liberty, and be without the Clog of a weak Body; » T+] 
Wiherc ſhe longed to be, and there ſhe doubtleſs now is. 1 
be was looked upon amongſt us, as a very eminent y 
Mloſtance of Chriftian Experience: but this is but a very 
Mroken and imperfect Account I have given of her: 
Her Eminency would much more appear, it her Ex- 
Weriences were fully related, as ſhe was wont to ex- 
preſs, and manifeſt them, while living, I once read 
his Account to ſome of her pious Neighbours, who were 
quainred with her, who ſaid, to this purpoſe, that 
e Picture fell much ſhort of the Life ; and particularly 
Mit it much fail'd of duly repreſenting her Humility, 
Did that admirable Lowlineſs of Heart, that at all 
imes appeared in her. But there are, ( bleſſed be God!) 
any wi”g Inſtances, of much the like nature, and 
ſome Things no leſs extraordinary. 

But I now proceed to the other Inſtance that I would 
e an Account of, which is of the Jittle Child fore- 
Mcotion'd, Her Name is Plebe Bartlet, Daughter of 

Mam Bartlet. I ſhall give the Account as I tcok 
from the Months of her Parents, whoſe Veracity none 
Sar know them doubt of, | 
be was born in March, in the year 1731. About 
ye latter end of April, or beginning of May, 1735, ſhe 
in greatly affected by the talk of her Brother, who 
ame deen hopetully converted a ittle befcre, a! about 
keieven years of Age, and then ſeriouſly talked to her 
ge Wut the great Things of Religion, Her Patents did 
et | 3 | no 
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engaged in Religion, and was more frequent in her Cloſet 


Her Mother often obſerved and watched her, when ſuc 


her, either by putting it out of her Thoughts, or othe 
wiſe engaging 


middle of the Day, the Child being in the Cloſe 
where it uſed to retire, its Mother heard it ſpcakinWhen the 
_ aloud; which was unuſual, and never had been obſerve 
before: And her Voice ſeemed to be as of one exceedin ed Goc 


Manner, but ſeemed to be ſpoken wich extraordinar 


all my Sins.) When theChild had donePrayer ſhe came o 
of the Cloſet, and came and fat down by her Mothe 


( 
ll! H 


d her 
ir, ant 


not know of it at that time, and were not wont, in th 
Counſels they gave to their Children, particularly 
ditect themſelves to her, by reaſon, of her being 


young, and as they ſuppoſed not capable of Unde Salvo 
Kandi, : but after her Brother had talked to her, the e cont: 
obſerved her very earneſtly to liſten to the Advice thee tin 
gave to the other Children; and ſhe was obſerved ver beg: 
conſtantly to retire, ſeveral times in a Day, as was con untene 


cluded, for ſecret Prayer; and grew more and mor? Her 


id att 
at at fi 
ike aga 
anot hei 
e anſwe 
je bin 
er Inclinations; but never could obſery — 4 
her to fail. She mention'd ſome very remarkable In After t 
ſtances. . 5 "SLES 

She once of her own accord ſpake of her Unſucceſsfullſſh next } 
neſs, in that ſhe could not find God, or to that pu. 
poſe. But on Thurſday, the laſt Day ot July, about th rar ful 


till at laſt ſhe was wont to viſit it five or ſix times it 
a Day: and was ſo engaged in it, that nothing woul; 
at any Time divert her from her ſtated Cloſet Exerciſes 


Things occurr'd, as ſhe thought moſt likely to dive 


importunate and engaged; but her Mother could dien the 
tinctly here only theſe Words, ( ſpoken in her childiſi ne 5 


carneſtneſs, and out of Diſtreſs of Soul,) RAF BLE ld nd 
ED LORD give me Salvation | I PRAY BEG parilMe ante e: 


and cried out aloud. Her Mother, very earneſtly askeMht he ca 
her ſeyeral times, wlat the matter was, before ilke Moth. 


would make any Anſwer ; but ſhe continued excecdinglWy, and 


crying, and wreathing her Body to and fro, like on 
in anguiſh of Spirit. Uer Mother then asked her, whe 
ther ſhe was alraid that God would not give he 
Salvation. Sho anſwered. yes, I am afraid I foall go 

eh 


— — ̃ ͤ dn 
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Un! Her Mother then endeavoured to quiet her, and | 
Id her ſhe would not have her cy, ſhe muſt be a good | | 
r, and pray every Day, and ſhe hoged God would give a 
Salvation. But this did not quiet her at all; but 1 
e continued thus earneſtly crying, and taking on for 
me time, till at length ſhe ſuddenly ceaſed crying, 
d began to ſmile, and preſently ſaid with a ſmiling 
puntenance, Mother, the Kingdom of Heaven is come to 
Her Mother was ſurprized at the ſadden Alteration, 
dat the Speech; and knew not what to make of it, 
gt at firſt ſaid nothing to her, The Child preſently 
ake again, and ſaid, there- is another come to me, and there 
another, there is i hree ; and being asked what ſhe meant, 
e anſwered one is, Thy vill be done, and there is another, 
oy bim for ever; by which it ſeems that when the | 
hild ſaid there is three come to me, ſhe meant three | 7 
ſages of ics Catrchiſm that came to her Mind, ' [7:50 
After the Child had ſaid this, ſhe retired again into her 
ofet;z and her Mother went over to her Brother's, who + { 
znext Neighbour ; and when ſhe came back, the Child, 1 
ing come out of the Cloſer, meets her Mother with this \ 1 
rarful Speech, I can find God now ! referring to what | 
had before complain'd of that ſhe could not find God. 
en the Child ſpoke again and faid, J love God! Her 


25 1 —— w i Er a, 27 


Aber asked her, how well ſhe loved God, whether ſhe - | 
ed God better than ber Father and Mother, ſhe ſaid yes. TS {| 
ben ſhe asked her whether ſhe loved God better than # ' 


little Sifler Rachel? She anſwercd yes, better than any 
Then her eldeſt Sifter, referring to her ſaying ſhe 
d nd God now, asked her where ſhe could find God. 
eanſwered inHeaven : Il ly, ſaid ſne, have you been inHea- 
? No, ſaid the Child. By this it tems not ro have 
en any Imagination of any thing ſeen with bodily Eyes, 
It ſhe called God, when ſhe ſaid I can find God now. 
Mother asked her whether ſhe was afraid of going to | 
, and that had made her cry. She anſwered, yes, / «. 2 
ui but now I ſbant. Her Mother asked her whether 7 
thought that God had given her Salvation; She anſ- 
red, yes. Her Mother asked her, when. She anſwer- 
to day. She appeared all that Afternoon exceeding 
; | K 2 chœar- 
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chearful and} 


me fat leaning onthe Table, with Tears running out 


joyful, One of the Neighbours asked her, 
how the felt her ſelf? She anſwer'd, I feel better than Id 
The Neighbour asked her, what made her ferl better 
She anſwered, God males me. That Evening as ſhe la 
a-bed; ſhe called one of het little Coufins to her that we 
preſent in the Room, as having ſomething to ſay te him 
and when he came, ſhe told him, that Heaven was hett 
than Earth. The next Day beiog Friday, her Mother asking 
bis her Carechift, asked her v God * her for : She 
anſwered to ſerve iim, and added, every body ſbonld ſerv: 
God, and get an Tnteveft in Chriſt. 1 ? 4 4 
The fame Day the elder Children, when they came 
home from School, ſcemed much affected with the extraor 
dinary Change that ſeemed to be made in Phebe : And he 
Siſter "Abigail ſtanding by, her Mother took occaſion t 
coumſel her, now to improve her Time, to prepafe for anothe 
World: On which Phebe burſt out in Tears, and cried on 
Po Nabby! Her Mother told her ſhe would not have he 
cry, ſhe hoped that God would give Nabby Salvation 
but that did not quiet her, but ſhe continued earneſtly er 
ing for ſome time; and when ſhe had in a meaſure ceaſec 
her Siſter Eunice being by her, ſhe burſt out again, and cric 
Pour Zunice! aud cried exceedingly 5; and when; ſhe ha 
almoſt done ſhe went into another Room, and there looks 
up on her Siſter Naomi: and burſt out again, Frying Fo 
ch a Beh. 


Anm, Her Mother was greatly affected at ſu 


viour in the Child, and knew not what to ſuy to he 
One of the Neighbours coming in à little after, -aske 
Her whit ſhe had cried for. She ſeemed at firſt backwar 
to tell the Reaſon: her Mother told her ſhe mighet 
that Perſon, for he hd given her an A! Upon whit 
= ſaid, ſhe cried becauſe ſhe was afraid they wondd go 
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At Night a certain Miniſter, that was occaſionally 
the Town, was at the Houſe, and talked conſide rable »! 
Her, of the Things of Religion; and after, he was go 


her Eyes: And being asked what made her cry, the f. 
it was thinking alem God. The next Day, being Saturn 
Me ſeemed great part of the Day to be in a very affectie 
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ate Frame, had four turns of Crying, and feemed to en- 
deavour to curb her felt, and hide her Fears, and was 


very. backward to talk of the octaſton of it. On the Sab 


bath Day ſhe was asked whether ſhe belteved in God; 
ſhe anſwered yes: And being told that CMiſt was the Son 
of God, ſhe made ready Anſwer, and ſaid, [know is, 
From this Time there has appeared a very temat kable 
abiding Change in the Child: She has becn vets strict 
upon the Sabbath; and ſeems to Jong for the Sabbath 
Day before it comes, and wil} often in the Weck-time 
be enquiring how long it is to the Sabbath Day, and 
muſt have the Days particularly counted over-that are 
between, before ſhe. will be contented. And ſhe leems 
to love God's Houſe, is very eager to go thither : Her 
Mother once asked her why ſhe had ſach a mind to 
go? whether it was not to ſee fine Folks ? She ſaid 
vo, it was to bear Mr Edwards proach, When ſhe ty in 
the place of Worſhip, ſhe is very far from ſpendt ig ker 
Time there as Children at her Age uſually do, but appears 
with an Attention that is very extraordinary for ſuch 
a Child. She alſo appears very deſitous at all Oppor- 
fariities to go to private religious Meetings; and is very 
ſtill and attentive at Home, in Prayer time, and has ap- 
peared affected in time of Family Prayer. She ſeems 
to delight much in hearing religious Converſation « When 
T orce was there with ſome others that were Strangers, 
and talked to her ſomething of Religion, ſhe ſeemed 
more than ordinarily attentive; and when we were gone, 
ſhe ISoked out very wiſtly after us, and ſaid, / wh 
they <vonid come again! Her Mother asked her wy : 
Says ſhe, I love fo bear em taſk! 
She ſeems ro have very much of the. Fear of God 
before her Eyes, and an extraordinary Dread of Sin 
againſt him z of which her Mother mention'd the fol- 
lowing remarkable Inſtance. Some time in Auguſt, the 
laſt Year, ſhe went with ſome bigger Children, to get 
ſome Plumbs, in a Neighbout's Lot, knowing nothing 
of any harm in what ſhe did ; but when ſhe brought 
ſome of the Plumbs imo the Houſe, her Mother mildly 
reproved her, and told her that ſhe nfs 0 g Plurbs 
Wit} cut 
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evithout leave, becauſe it was Sin : God had commanded her 
not to fleal, The Child ſeemed greatly ſurprized, and 
burſt out in Tears, and cryed out, I won't have theſe 
Plumbs ! and turning to her Siſter Eunice. very earneſtly 
ſaid to her why did you ask me to go to that Plumb. Tree 
I ſbould not have gone if you had not asked me. The other 
Children did not ſcem to be much affected or concern- 
ed; but there was no pacifying Phebe. Her Mother told 
her ſhe might go and ask leave, and then it would not 
be fin for her to eat them; and ſent one of the Children 
to that end; and when ſhe returned, her Mother told 
her that the Owner had given leave, now ſhe might 
eat them, and it would not be ſtealing. This ſtill'd her 
a little while ; but preſently ſhe broke qut again into an 
exc:eding Fit of mw” Her Mother asked her what 
made her cry again? H by ſhe eryed now, fince they had 
asked leave ? What it was that troubled her now ? And 
asked her ſeveral times very earneſtly, before ſhe made 
any Anſwer ; but at laſt aid, it <vas becauſe. BECAUSE 
IT W AS IN. She continued a conſiderable time cry- 
ing; and ſaid ſhe would not go again if Eunice asked 
her an bundred Times ; and ſhe retain'd her Averſion 
to that Fruit for a conſiderable time, under the re- 
membrance of her former Sin. 3: 
She at ſome times appears greatly affected, and de- 
lighted with Texts of Scripture that come to her mind. 
Particularly ,about the beginning of November,the laſtYear, 
that Text came to her mind, Rev.uii.20, Behold, I land at the 
Door and knock: If any Man bear my Voice, and open the Door, 
I will come in, and ſup with bim, and he with me. She ſpoke 
of it to thoſe of the Family, with a great appearance of 


Joy, a (miling Countenance, & Elevation of Voice,and af- 


rerwards ſhe went into another Room, where her Mother 
overheard her talking very earneſtly to the Children 
about it, and — 9 lp heard her ſay to them, three 
or four times over, with an air of exceeding Joy and 
Admiration, Ni it is to SUP WITH GOD. At ſome 
time about the middle of Winter, very late in the Night, 
when all were a bed, her Mother perceived that ſhe was 


awake, and heard her, as tho' ſhe was weeping. 1 
| calle 


C 


called 
anſwe 
not ht 
occaſi 
her; 
the ſa 
Morn: 
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Her 
loving 
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called to her, and asked her what was the matter. She 


anſwered with a low Voice, fo that her Mother could 
not hear what ſhe ſaid ; but thinking that it might be 
occaſion'd by ſome ſpiritual Affection, ſaid no more to 
her ; but perceived her to lie awake, and to continue in 
the ſame Frame, for a conſiderable time. The next 
Morning, ſhe asked her whether ſhe did not cry the 
laſt Night: The Child anſwered yes, I did cry a little, for 
I was thinking about God and Chriſt, and they loved me; 
Her Mother asked her whether to think of God and Chrift's 
loving her made her cy: She anſwered yes, it does ſome- 
times. | 

She has often manifeſted a great Concern for the good 
of others Souls: and has been wont mauy times affection- 
ately to counſel the other Children. Once about the lat- 
ter end of September, the laſt Year, when ſhe and ſome 
others of the Children where in a Room by themſelves, 
a husking Indian Corn, the Child, after a while, came 
out and ſat by the Fire, Her Mother took notice that 
ſhe appeared with a more than ordinary ferious and penfive 
Coungenance, but at laſt ſhe broke filence, and ſaid, I 
have been talking to Nabby and Eunice: Her Mother 
asked her what ſhe had ſaid to em. Why ſaid ſhe, I 
told *em they muſt pray, and prepare to die, that they had but 
a little while to live in this World, and they muſt be always 
ready, When Nabby came out, her Mother asked her 
whether ſhe had ſaid that to them. Yes ſaid ſhe, ſbe 
faid that, and a great deal more. At other times, the 
Child took her Opportunities to talk to the other Children 
about the great Concern of their Souls, ſometimes, ſo 
as much to affect them, and ſæt them into Tears. She 


Tas once exceeding importunate with her Mother to go 


with her Siſter Naomi to pray : Her Mother endeavoured 
o put her off; bur ſhe pulled her by the Sleeve, and 
ſeem'd as if ſhe would by no means be dented. Ar 
aft her Mother told her, that {my muſt go and pray 
er {clf ; but, ſays the Child, he <vill not go; and per- 
liſted earneſtly to beg of her Mother to go with her. 
She has diſcovet'd an uncommon Degree of a Spirit 

f Charity ; particularly on the following Occafion : A 
poor 
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She took much notice of it, and it wrought exceedingly 


u ich an elevated Voice, as the moſt joy ful Tidings; re- 
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dor Man that lives in the Woods, had lately loft 3 
Eee rhe the. Family much depended on, and being at 
the Houſe, he was relating his Misſortune, and telling of 
the Straits and Difficulties they were reduced to by i-. 


on her Compaſſions: And atter ſhe had attentively heard 
him a while, ſhe went away to her Father, who was 
in the Shop, and intreated him to give that Man a Cow: 
and told him that e poor Man had mo Gow ! that tr 
Hunters or ſomething elſe had id his Cow! and entreat- 
ed him to give him one of theirs. Her Father told her 
that they could nor ſpare one, Then ſhe entreated him 
to let him and his Family come and live at his Houſe 
And had much more talk of the ſame nature, whereby 
ſhe manifeſted Bowels of Compaſſion to the Poor, 

She has manifeſted great Love to her Miniſter : Parti. 
cularly when I retnrn'd from my long Journey tor my 
Health, the laſt Fall, when ſhe heard of it, ſhe appear'd 
very joyful at the News, and told the Children of it, 


peating it over and over, Ar. Edwards is come home 
Mr. Edwards is come home! She ftill continues very con- 
ſtant in fecret Prayer, fo far as can be obſerved, (for 
ſhe ſeems to have no Deſite that others ſhould obſerve het 
when the retires, but ſeems to be a Child of a reſerved 
Temper ) and every Night, before ſhe goes to Bed, will 
ſay her Catechiſm, and will by no means miſs of it 
ſhe never forgot it but once, and then after ſhe was a- bed, 
thought of it, and cryed our in Tears, I. ban't ſaid my 
Catechiſm ! and would not be quicted till her Mother 
asked her the Catechiſm as ſhe lay in Bed. She ſome- 
times appears to be in doubt about the Condition of 
her Soul, and when asked whether ſhe thinks that ſhe 
is prepared for Death, ſpeaks ſomething doubtfully about 
it: Ar other times ſcems to have no doubt, but when 
asked replics yes without heſitation. 


In the former part of this grear Work of God amongſt 
us, tili it got to its height, we ſeemed to be wonderfully 
ſmiled upon and bleſſed in all reſpects. 84tan (as has 
5 been 
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been already obſerved,) ſeemed to be unuſually reftrain'd : 
I Perſons that before had been involved in Melancholy, 
| ſeemed to be as it were waked up our of it; and thoſe thar 
had been entangled with extraordinary Temptations, 
ſeemed wonderfully to be ſet at liberty; and not only fo, 
but it was the moſt remarkable time of Health, that ever I 
| knew fince I have been in the Town. We ordinarily 
have ſeveral Bills put up, every Sabbath, for Perſons 
that are fick ; but now we had not ſo much as one for 
many Sabbaths together. But after this it ſeemed to be 
| otherwiſe, when this Work of God appear'd to be at its 

eateſt Height, a poor weak Man — belongs to the 
own, being in great ſpiritual Trouble, was hurried with 
violent Temptations to cut his own Throat, and made an 
Attempt; but did not do it effectually. He after this 
continued a conſiderable Time exceeding overwhelmed 
with Melancholy; but has now of a long time been 
very greatly deliver'd, by the Light of God's Countenance 
litted up upon him, and has expreſſed a great Senſe of 
his Sin in ſo far yielding to Temptation; and there are 
in him all hopeful Evidences of his having been made 
a Subject of ſaving Mercy. 


In the latter part of Hay, it began to be very ſenſible 
that the Spirit of God was gradually withdrawing from 
us, and after this Time Satan ſee med to be more let looſe, 
and raged in a dreadful manner. The firſt Inſtance 
wherein it appear'd, was a Perſon's putting an end to 
his own Life, by cutting his Throat, He was a Gen- 
tleman of more than common Underſtanding, of ſtrict 
Morals, religious in his Behaviour, and an uſeful ho- 
nourable Perſon in the Town; but was of a Family that 
are exceeding prone to the Diſcaſe of Melancholy, and 
his Mother was killed with it. He had, from the be- 
ginning of this extraordinary Time, been exceedingly 
concern'd about the State of his Soul, and there were 
ſome Things in his Experience, that appeared very * 
fully; but he durft entertain no Hope concerning his 
own good Eftate. Towards the latter part of his Time, 
he grew much GFouraged, and Melancholy grew a- 

| main 
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main upon him, till he was wholly overpower'd by itÞ e 
and was in great meaſure paſt a Capacity of receiving th 
Advice, or being reaſoned with to any purpoſe : Th © 
Devil took the advantage, and drove him into deſpairing Fs. 
Thoughts, He was kept awake a- nights, mediating 
Terror; fo that he had ſcarce any Sleep at all, for J; 
long time together. And it was obſerved at laſt, thaf 
he was ſcarcely well capable of managing his ordinary 
Buſineſs, and was judged delicious by the Coroner' 
Inqueſt. The News of this extraordinarily affected theſ in 
Minds of People here, and ſtruck them as it were with W. 
Aſtoniſnment. After this, Multitudes in this, and otherÞ po, 
Towns, ſeemed to have it ſtrongly ſuggeſted to 'em, 

and preſſed upon em, to do as this Perſon had done] þ 
And many that ſeemed to be under no Melancholy, rare 
ſome pious Perſons, that had no ſpecial Darkneſs, or 
Doubts about the goodneſs of their State, nor were undetſ afte 
any ſpecial Trouble or Concern of Mind about anti 
thing Spiritual or Temporal, yet had it urged upon 'em, for tl 
as 15 ſomebody had ſpoke to em, Cut your own Throat, 
mow is d good 1 Now ; now ! So that theyſk; 

were oblig'd to fight with all their might to reſiſt it Þþ 
and y.t no Reaſon ſuggeſted to em why they ſhoulc 


do it, 


About the ſame time, there were two remarkab! 
Inſtances of Perſons led away with ſtrange Enthuſiaſtick 
Deluſions: one at Suſſield, another at South- Hadley : Thai 
which has made the greateſt noiſe in the Country; 
was of the Man at South- Hadly, whoſe Deluſion was, 
that he thought himſelf divinely inſtructed to diregt : 
poor Man in melancholy and deſpairing Circumſtances; 
to ſay certain Words in Prayer to God, as recorded inp 
Pſa]. cxvi. 4. for his own Relief. The Man is eſteemed 
2 pious Man; I have fince this Error of his, had 
particular Acquaintance with him; and I believe none 
would queſtion his Piety, that had had ſuch an Acquaini 
tance. He gave me a particular Account of the Manne 
how he was deluded; which is too Jong to be here 
joſerted. But in ſhort, he was cxceedingly * an fou 

elevatet 
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it elevated with this extraordinary Work, ſo carricd on in 
ine this part of the Country; and was poſſeſſed with an 
| be Opinion that it was the beginning of the glorious Times of 
ig the Church ſpoken of in Scripture : And had read it as 
mp the Opinion of ,ſome Divines, that there would be many 
in cheſe Times that ſhould be endued with extraordinary 
bal Gitts of the Holy Ghoſt, and had embraced the Notion ; 
aryÞ tho* he had at firſt no Apprehenſions that any beſides 
er Miniſters would have ſuch Gifts. But he fince exceed- 
the in ly laments the Diſhonour he has done to God, and the 
ih Wound he has given Religion in it, and has lain low 
her before God and Man for it. 


one After theſe things the Inſtances of Converſion were 
oly rare here in compariſon of what they had before been, 
ots (tho' that remarkable Inftance of the little Child was 
o detf after this) and the Spirit of God not long after this 
21)Frime, appear'd very ſenſibly withdrawing from all parts 
em of the County; (tho* we have heard of its going on in 
roatiſſdme Places of Conne&icut, and that it continues to be car- 
ied on even to this Day.) But Religion remain'd here; 
ind I believe in ſome other Places, the main Subject of 
onverſation, for ſeveral Months after this. And there 
ere ſome Turns, wherein God's Work ſeem'd ſomething 
o revive, and we were ready to hope that all was going 
o be renewed again: yet in the main there was a gradual 
Decline of that general, engaged, lively Spirit in Reli- 
ſion, which had been before, Several things have hap- 
n'd ſince, that have diverted Peoples Minds, and turn'd 
eir Converſation more to others Affairs, particularly 
is Excellency the Govetnour's coming up, and the Com- 
Pirtee of General Court, on the Treaty with the Indlans; 

nd afterwards the Springfield Controverſy ; and fince rhar, 
r People in this Town have been engaged in the 
ilding of a new Meetting-houſe : and ſome other Oc» 
rrences might be mentioned, that have ſeem'd to have 
ts Efftet. But as to thoſe that have been thought to 
anne converted among us, in this time, they generally 
 heiifem to be Perſons, that have had an abiding Change 
d angrought on them: I have had particular acquaintance 
evate: L 2 | with 


u ain- 
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with many of them fiance, and they generally appear 
to be Perſons that have a new Senſe of 'Things, new 
Apprehenſions and Views of God, of the divine At- 
tributes, and Jeſus Chrift, and the great Things of the 
Goſpel : They have a new Senſe. of the Truth of them, 
and they affect them in a new manner; tho' it is very 
far from being aways alike with them, neither can 
they revive a Senſe of things when they pleaſe. Their 
Hearts are often touched, and ſometimes fill'd, with new 
Sweerneſles and Delights; there ſeems to be an inward 
Ardour and burning of Heart that they expreſs, the 
like to which they never experienced; before ; ſometimes, 
perhaps, occaſioned only by the Mention of Chrift's Name, 
or ſome one of the Divine Perfections: There are new 


Appetites, and a new kind of Breathings and Pantings | 


of, Heart, and Groanings that cannot be uttered. There 1 
a new kind. of inward, Labour and Struggle of Soul to- 


: 


wards Heaven and Holineſs. 


Some that before were very rough in their Temper 
2nd. Manners, ſeem to be remarkably ſoftned and ſweet- 
en'd; And ſome haye had their Souls exceedingly filled, 
and overwhelmed with Light, Love, and Comfort, long 
ſince the Work of God has ceaſed to be fo. remarkably 
Carried, on 1n a general way : and ſome have had much 
greater Experiences of this nature than they had before. 
And there 1s ſtill a great deal. of religious Conyerſation 
continued in the Town, amongſt young and old; a religi- 
ous Diſpoſition appears to be ſtil] maintain'd. amongſt our 
People, by their upholding frequent 'private religiou 
Meetings; and all Sorts are generally, worſhipping Got 
at ſuch; Meetings, on Sabbath Nights, and in the Eycn 
ing after our publick Lecture. Many Children in the 
Town do ſtill keep up ſuch Meetings among themſelve 
I know of * young Perſon in the Town that h. 

returned to farmer ways of Looſeneſs and Extravaganc 


in any teſpect; but we ſtill remain a reformed People 
and God has cvidently made us a new People. 
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I can't ſay that there has been no Inſtance of any 
one Perſon that has carried hemſelf fo, that others 
ſhould juſtly be ſtumbled concerning his Profeſſion ; nor 
am I ſo vain as to imagine that we han't been miſtaken 
concerning any that we have entertain'd a good Opini- 
on of, or that there are none paſs amongſt us for 
Sheep, that are indeed, Wolves in Sheep's cloathing ; 
who probably may ſome. time or other diſcover them- 
ſelyes by their Fruit. We are not fo pure, but that 
we have great Cauſe to be humbled. and aſham'd, that 
we are fo impure; nor ſo religious, but that thoſe that 
watch for our. Halting, may ſee things in us, whence 
they may, take. occaſion. to. reproach us and Religion: 
but in che main, there has been a great and marvellous 
Work of Converſion and Sanctification among the Peo- 
ple here; and they have paid all due Reſpects to thoſe 
who have been bleſt of God to be the Inſtruments of 
it. Both old and young have ſhewn a Forwardneſs to 
hearken not only to my Counſels, but even to my Re- 
proofs from the Pulpit. 


A great part of the Country have not received the 
moſt tavourable Thoughts of this Affair; and to this 
day many retain a Jealouſy. concerning it, and Pre- 
judice againſt it: I have Reaſon to think that the mean- 
neſ3.and. weakneſs of the Inſtrument, that has. been made 
uſe of in this Town, has prejudiced many againſt it; it 
don't appear to me ſtrange that it ſhould be ſo: But yet 
this Circumſtance of this great Work of God, is analogous 
to other Circumſtances of it: God has fo ordered the 
manner of the Work. in many. Reſpects, as very ſignal- 
ly and remarkably to ſhew it to be his own. peculiar 
and. immediate. Work, and to ſecure the Glory of it 
wholly to his own Almighty Power, and Sovereign Grace. 
And whatever the Circumſtances and Means have been, 
and tho" we are ſo unworthy, yet ſo hath it pleaſed God 
to work: And we are evidently a People bleſſed of the 
Lord! And here, in this Corner of the Horld, God dwells, 


and manitefts his Glory. 


Thus 


A Narrative of late ſurprizing 


7 


* 


Thus, Rev. H I have given a large and particular 


Recount of this remarkable Affair; and yet, conſidering 
how manifold God's Works have been amongſt us, that 
are worthy to be written, tis bur à very brief one. I 
ſhould have ſent it much ſooner, had I not been great] 

hindered by Illneſs in my Family, and alſo in myſelf, . 
is. probably, much larger than you expected, and it may 


be than you would bave choſen, I thought that the Ex- 


traordinarineſs of che Thing, and the innumerable Mit- 
3334 which have gone abroad of it, many 
of which have, doubtleſs, reached your Ears, made it 
neceſſary that I ſhould be particular. But I would leave 
it entirely with your Wiſdom to make what uſe of it you 
think beſt, to ſend a part of it toZngland, or all, or none 
if you think it not worthy ; or-otherwiſe to diſpoſe of it as 


2 may think moſt for God's Glory, and the Intereſt of 


cligion. If you are pleaſed to ſend avy thing to the 
Revd. Dr. Guyſe, I ſhould be glad to have it ſigniſy'd 
to him as my humble Deſire, that ſince he, and the Con- 
gregation to which he. preach'd have been pleaſed to 
take ſo much notice of us, as they have, that they would 
alſo think of us at the Throne of Grace, and ſeek thete 


for us, that God would nor forſake us, bur enable us to 


bring forth Fruit anſwerable to our Profeſſion, and our 
Mercies, and that our Liglt may ſbine before Men, that 
others ſeeeing our good Works, may glorify our Father which 
is in Heaven, | 
When I firft heard of the Notice the Revd. Dr. 
Watts and Dr. Guyſe took of God's Mercics to us, I 
took occaſion to inform our Congregation of it in a Diſ- 
cour̃ſe from theſe Words; 4 City that is ſet. pon an Hill 
cannot be bid. And having fince ſeen a particular Ac- 


count of the Notice the Revd. Dr. Gayſe, and the Con- 


gregation he preached to, took of it, in a Letter you 
wrote to my Honourcd Uncle Williams, I read that part 
4 your Letter to the Congregation, - and labour'd as 
much as in me lay to enforce their Duty from it. The 
Congregation were very ſenſibly moved and affected at 
both times. | x 


oc 
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I humbly requeſt of you, Rev. Sir, your Prayers, for 
this County, in its preſent melancholy Circumſtances, into 
which it is brought by the Springfield Quarrel, which, 
doubtleſs, above all things that have happen'd, has tended 
to put a Stop to the glorious Work here, and to pre- 
judice this Country againſt it, and hinder the Propagation 
of ir. I alſo ask your Prayers for this Town, and would 
particularly beg an Intereſt in them for him who is, 


Honoured Sir, 
With humble Reſpect, 


Your Obedient Son and Servant, 


Northampton, 
Nov. 6. 1736. 


Jonathan Edwards. 
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